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SMALLER TERRITORY FOR GENERAL AGENTS. 


TuHE former plan of life companies giving 
general agents a large territory is being gradu- 
ally abandoned as the intensive system of cul- 
tivation is being more and more introduced. 
The population is rapidly increasing, especially 
in the prosperous sections of the West, there 
being more timber to be worked in the same 
locality. General agents that do the most 
effective work so systematize their efforts that 
the best returns can be gotten from a limited 
area. Those who have read Dr, STREETER’sS 
“The Fat of the Land” are led to realize the 
wonderful advantages of making every acre 
of land produce the largest profit by prope: 
cultivation and care. In a measure the same 
principle applies to life insurance. The danger 
is in getting too much territory, which cannot 
be productively handled. In endeavoring to 
cultivate it alk no part is worked as it should 
be. Expenses are increased, fire is scattered 
and fullest returns are not secured. Big ter- 
ritory agents need to learn the important prin- 
ciple of concentration. Close, bunched work 
always pays. An incident is given of a man- 
ager for a whole State whose entire attention 
is given to two counties: The rest of the 
State is going to waste. He finds all he can 
dispose of in a small field. 


PHINEAS BakNuM ARMSTRONG of New York 
is headed for ‘Chicago. Look out, all ye baby 
elephants, for Jumbo may tread on your toes. 


AGENTS AND SCHEDULES. 


Apropos of our recent suggestion that local 
agents be supplied with schedules in: order 
to familiarize themselves with the system, a 
field man makes the point that after schedules 
are applied, the completed rating of each risk 
should be left with the local board in order 
that agents may see what each charge is for 
and thus be able to locate deficiencies and 
make suggestions for improvements. 


Tuts is the week when the assistant man- 


agers shine in Chicago, The loss ratio has 
gone down. 


NEW FIRE INSURANCE COMPANIES. 


THe address of President BLACKWELDER at 
the annual meeting of the WersTERN UNION, 
called attention to the less number of fire com- 
panies reporting to the New York department 
now than twenty-five years ago. There has 
cen the survival of the fittest. The actual 
jailure of stock fire companies is attributed 
entirely to conflagrations, incompetent or dis- 
honest management. A company that - has 
been ably managed and carried on its business 
honestly has not had to face failure unless 
the disaster of a conflagration overtook it. Con- 





flagrations have wiped out companies that 
bunched their lines too largely in their home 
cities. 

We believe there is an abundant field for 
new companies with ample funds and strong 
underwriting and financial talent at the helm. 
The capacity for handling the business is now 
limited and has opened the way for a number 
of nondescript surplus liners or weak institu- 
tions. The trouble with most efforts to or- 
ganize companies has been that the promoters 
were not underwriters in whom capitalists had 
confidence. Hence they were unable to com- 
plete the subscriptions for stock. 

The needs for more strong and sound fire 
companies is apparent and any legitimate 
effort to establish a company should meet with 
encouragement provided the men in whose 
charge it is to be placed are competent to 
handle it. There is money to be made in un- 
derwriting at the present rates, and it is 
hardly likely that the companies will ever per- 
mit the low rates of a few years ago to pre- 
vail again. 

If fire companies of established power and 
reputation are successful to-day there is no 
reason why new companies should not suc- 
ceed. New companies will succeed where the 
men at the throttle exercise the same judgment 
and have the same ability as the men who 
nurtured the sterling companies of to-day to 
maturity. 

THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER 
any movement to promote new companies 
which are assured of the right kind of finan- 
cial and underwriting backing. We have no 
patience with old fogies that see no future for 
youngsters. 


will endorse 


Ir the public could only appreciate the fact 
that insurance companies charge for their serv- 
ices when they act as tax collectors, it would 
probably be more inclined to pay its taxes 
direct. 





THERE must have been method in the mad- 
ness of the printer who made the type say 
that the New York Lire had agreed to insure 
seven or eight thousand “Hoodoos” without 
medical examination. 

Tue Milwaukee men who recently took al- 
most a million dollars in insurance in the 
PRUDENTIAL, must have been reading the Sen- 
tinel more than the Wisconsin insurance re- 
ports. 


TuHeE July edition of the Guardian is just 
out. Hooray! Great speed. August number 
will be issued just before Christmas. 


WOODCOCK HOWE AND His BILLS. 


It is noted that A. Woodcock Howe of New 
York, a surplus line broker, has a new com- 
pany. This man has numerous unpaid bills of 
long standing, so he would seem a very desir- 
able (?) connection for a company. Some 
concerns have put their accounts in the hands 


of attorneys, but they make no impression on 
this New Yorker. 








EXAIUNATION OF SALAFMANDRA. 


An examination by the New York depart- 
ment of the Salamandra of Russia to verify 
its statement of June 30, 1904, as to capital, 
shows that while the company reported its 
capital under the New York law as $222,461, it 
was but $88,908, according to the examiners, 
‘an impairment of $111,001. This is attributed 
to the differences in the way of computing the 
reinsurance reserve and to the fact that the 
examiners did not allow as a credit against 
outstanding losses the premiums due the com- 
pany. The manager of the company an- 
nounces that it has deposited $125,000, thus 
more than making good the impairment, 





TRAVELERS [IAILS THE INVITATIONS. 


One Hundred and Fif:y-six Field Men and 
Women Are Winners in the 
Convention Contest. 





According to a list made public Tuesday 
there will be 156 invitations mailed by the 
Travelers to its managers and agents, who 
have elected themselves to the third annual 
convention, which will be held in Hartford, 
October 4, 5 and 6. The usual smoker and 
informal introductory social, which was a 
most pleasant feature last year, will be re- 
peated this year at the Allyn House. 

Wm. McCaw of Montreal, better known as 
“Sandy,” heads the list of agents in the stand- * 
ing as of the amounts of premiums reported 
and has a comfortable margin over Harry L. 
Jones of Brockton, Mass. Sam Bucklew 
of Fort Worth, Tex., being third. 

There are two ladies in the list this year, 
Mrs. J. M. Campbell of Hopkinsville, Ky., 
and Mrs. E. L. Murphy of Dallas, Tex., as 
compared with one from Cleveland last year. 

While there are 156 to attend the conven- 
tion, which has been most profitable and suc- 
cessful to the company, most of them are in 
the life department, and it is understood that 
the liability end of the contest did not pan 
out very well. A number of brand new poli- 
cies will probably make their appearance. at 
the convention. There are only twenty-seven 
men listed in the liability division and most 
of these are from the East. 

The West holds its own among the life 
managers, J. C. Harmon of Milwaukee lead- 
ing in the list of accident premiums to allot- 
ment. Knowlton of Louisville also figures 
high. 





STRIFE IN AMERICAN CENTRAL LIFE, 


Large Block of Stock Changes Hands and 
President Nordyke Notifies Banks 
to Take Care. 


Indianapolis, September 21.—(Special.)— 
Bell & Co. of Philadelphia have sold their 
stock in the American Central Life to Charles 
E. Dark, Wilbur Dark and other directors 
of the company, with the exception of A. E. 
Nordyke, the president. Mr. Nordyke~ has 
sent out the following letter to banks: 

“You are hereby notified that the under- 
signed is owner of an undivided interest in 
majority in the stock of the American Central 
Life Insurance Company. No individual has 
undivided ownership of any portion of the 
majority of the stock. The undersigned has 
reason to believe that efforts will be made to 
use this stock without the consent of the 
undersigned. You are hereby notified that it 
will probably be unsafe for you to deal in any 
manner with any of this stock without first 
notifying me, as it is likely to amount to a’ 
conversion of the stock upon your part.” 

It is thought that this means a fight for con- 
trol and the election of another president if 
possible. 





NAY COMPROFUISE UNPAID PREMUNS 


The court has permitted the receiver of the 
Atlas Mutual of Boston to compromise nu- 
merous claims for unpaid premiums outside 
the State in the hands of brokers or policy- 
holders on the basis of the earned portion of 
the premiums at the date of collapse of the 
company. 


** INSIDE INN’’ TO BE HEADQUARTERS. 


The “Inside Inn” has been designated as 
official headquarters of the National Associa- 
tion of Local Fire Insurance Agénts during the 
convention in St. Louis October 18-22. It was 
decided that having headquarters near the 
convention hall would result in the members 
having a better opportunity to see each other 
between sessions. Those who desire to re- 
serve quarters should address the management 
of the “Inside Inn,” World’s Fair Grounds, 
St. Louis, Mo. 





An officer of the Federal Life denies that 
the company has bought out the National 
Bond & Trust of Chicago, as has been re- 
ported, and says the company has no inten- 
tion of doing so. ‘ 








6 


THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER. 





September 22, 1904. 











BEING CELEBRATED AT ROUNDISLAND 
Some of the Preliminaries and Features of the 
First Day’s Session Are Given—President 
Blackwelder Delivers His An- 

‘nual Address. 








Frontenac, N. Y., September 21.—( Special.) 
—There is a larger attendance at this annual 
meeting of the Western Union than has been 
recorded for many years. The West and East 
are well represented by managers and ofh- 
cials. President Chase of the Hartford, al- 
. ways a notable figure at union meetings, is 
not present. Ex-President Washburn of the 
Home is quite ill and cannot be at the ses- 
sions. H. M. Magill is the only retired vet- 
eran on hand, and was made an honorary 
member. Several of the Canadian managers 
are in attendance by courtesy—General Man- 
ager Alcock of the Royal, Manager Schreiner 
of the Munich, and J. A. Cooke of the Scot- 
tish Union. 

Many Ladies are Present. 

A number of members are accompanied by 
their ladies, which makes the lobby of the 
Frontenac a brilliant assemblage. 

The banquet tomorrow evening will be a 
gala affair. President Sheldon of the Phenix 
will be the toastmaster. It is not likely that 
the sessions will end before Friday noon, 
although a night session is being held this 
evening to expedite the proceedings. G. F. C 
Smith of Montreal, former Canadian manager 
of the Liverpool & London & Globe, was in- 
troduced today and made a happy talk. 
Governing Committee Report a Masterly Document. 

The governing committee’s report, pre- 
sented this morning by Chairman Lermit, is 
regarded as the most masterly document of 
the kind ever given. It recited the progress 
in rate-making, stating that only a few towns 
now have the 25 percent advance. These will be 
readily disposed of. The committee also re- 
ported that surveys have been made of sixty- 
seven western cities and towns to get data 
for the conflagration charge. Of these about 
fifteen have been notified of the proposed 
charge and given sixty days to correct the 
deficiencies before the pink slip is put on. 
Others will be soon given notice, as the com- 
mittee’s report was adopted. The charges 
cover deficiencies in water supply, fire depart- 
ment, construction, wall and vertical openings. 

Changes in Forms Adopted. 

It was decided not to allow more than 
graded commissions in Iowa. 

A fireworks permit was adopted providing 
for a rate of from 50 cents to $1.25 to be 
canceled at short rates. The blanketing of 
elevator buildings and machinery’ was forbid- 
den. In the rule as to “work and materials 
clauses,” the phrase “as coinducted by him” 
is eliminated. : 

Large Cities Committee Hopes for the Best. 

The large cities committee reported that no 
definite plan had been agreed on with the out- 
side companies, but the hope was expressed 
that. in the near future some good results 
would be realized. An early meeting will 
be held with representatives of non-affliating 
companies. The meeting adjourned after a 
brief afternoon session to enable committees 
to work. 

John W. G. Cofran and Fred S. James seem 
the presidential possibilities. 

Hot Springs, Philadelphia ayd Atlantic 
City are being considered as points to hold 
the next meeting. 

It is Almost too Cold for Golf. 

The weather is decidedly cool and is keep- 
ing everyone close to the hotel. Only the 
more courageous, like President Sheldon of 
the Phenix, J. Frank Edmunds of the Com- 
merical Union and E. I. Campbell of the 
American Central are tackling the links. 

John Marshall, Jos. A. Kelsey and Thomas 
E.. Gallagher are the press committee. <A 
group picture is being taken by them and a 
spirited bronze statuary monument will be 
erected in their honor while their names go 
thundering down the corridors of time. 

President Blackwelder’s Address. 

President Blackwelder in his annual address 
quoted an article that appeared shortly after 
the Chicago fire of 1871, in which the assertion 
was made that this disaster taught valuable 





lessons in that underwriting should be on a 
more lasting foundation and that the petty 
jealousies and rivalries which had existed to 
the detriment of the business should be set 
aside, and while there is bound to be general 
competition it should be based upon a system 
founded on correct principles that will not 
lead insurance interests in paths of ruin. 

The president stated that the thought of the 
writer was the necessity of keeping rates at 
a point of reasonable profit and a concert ‘of 
action among companies and agents., The ne- 
cessities of the time were recognized and the 
work of different organizations showed that 
underwriters had in mind the proper conduct 
of the business. However,.at the end of five 
or six years demoralization set in again and 
continued until the Western Union was 
founded in 1879. 

The [lission of the Union. 

President Blackwelder declared that the mis- 
sion of the organization was to give a remedy 
for the ills that beset the business and to in- 
augurate correct methods in the securing of 
rates, the protection of property, the improve- 
ment of risks and the decrease of the fire 


hazard. In carrying out these ideas allied 
associations have been formed, operating 
throughout the country, which have com- 


manded the best thought in the business with 
the idea of protecting not only the stockholder, 
but the policyholder and public. At the time 
of the formation of the Union the clouds had 
Sg and the underwriting sky was very 
dark. 

The speaker paid tribute to the founders of 
the Union and stated that satisfaction must be 
felt by each when the results are reviewed 
which followed the small beginning. 

Profit in Underwriting. 

The president reviewed the address of Presi- 
dent Hall of the National Board, showing that 
1903 produced a profit of 8.61 percent of the 
premiums. He stated, however, that a single 
year was not a correct criterion. The five 
years ending 1903 showed a profit of 1.31 per 
cent. The ten-year period ending 1903 showed 
a profit of 1.90. For ten years the profit has 
been 6 per cent, half of which has been swal- 
lowed up already this year by the conflagra- 
tions in Toronto, Baltimore and Rochester. 

Number of Companies Decreased. 

He called attention to the fact that twenty- 
five years ago 176 fire companies reported to 
the New York department. In 1903 there were 
only 147. The survival of the fittest has re- 
sulted in the older and stronger companies re- 
maining. ‘The loss paying ability, represented 
by the capital and surplus, has increased $609,- 
500,000, while the liability assumed has in- 
creased over $19,000,000,000. Mr. Blackwelder 
took the ground that in view of these facts 
it should be clear that sound underwriting 
demands an increase in premiums and a de- 
crease in expense. He recommends a reduc- 
tion in the expense of the transaction of the 
business in the large cities and hopes that 
practical results can be brought about. 

Suits Brought Under Common Law. 

He called attention to the fact that the suit 
brought in Illinois by the attorney-general 
against the fire companies for being members 
of the St. Clair County Inspection Bureau has 
not been appealed to the Supreme Court, but 
the attorney-general advises that such an ap- 
peal will be taken. A similar suit has been 
brought in Newark, N. J., on the ground that 
the Insurance Exchange of that city is an 
unlawful restriction of trade. The present 
difficulty is that both these suits were brought 
under the common law and not under anti- 
trust laws, and therefore will be watched 
with great.interest, because if the decisions 
are adverse to the companies it will be difficult 
to devise plans to conduct the business on safe 
and profitable lines. 

Advocates National Sapervision. 

President Blackwelder is an earnest advocate 
of national supervision as the means of bring- 
ing more harmony and less burden on the 
operations of insurance. He quoted at length 
from the address of President McCall of the 
New York Life before the students of Yale, 
in which he championed federal regulation 
of life insurance, President Blackwelder taking 
the ground that the remarks applied equally 
as well to fire insurance. 

Sees Hope in Work at Washington. 

He sees in the board of insurance in the new 
department of commerce at Washington the 
beginning of what may later be federal super- 

(Continued on Page 18.) 





THE COMMISSIONERS MEET. 


THIRTY-FIFTH ANNUAL CONVENTION. 








State Insurance Officials Are in Session at 
Indianapolis—Summary of Certain of 
the Papers Presented on Tues. 
day and Wednesday. 





The principal topic considered at the session 
oi ithe National Convention of Insurance 
Commissioners at Indianapolis Wednesday 
morning. was that of illegal of unauthorized 
insurance, and it came up on the report of 
the special committee which had charge of 
the matter before Congress last winter, of 
which Commissioner Reau E. Folk of Ten- 
nessee is chairman. 

Mr. Folk read the memorial to Congress 
as a part of his report and then reviewed the 
attempt of last winter to have the Dryden 
bill passed. The bill was a tentative measure 
and so regarded, said Mr. Folk. The con- 
test was reviewed and the part played by the 
surplus line interests to prevent the enact- 
ment of the measure. 

In view of the opposition certain amend- 
ments were made, but still the opposition con- 
tinued. The committee, according to the 
chairman, is just as firmly convinced as ever 
that there is need of the legislation proposed 
and the need will continue till wildcat in- 
surance is driven from the mails and put out 
of business. 

The recommendations of the committee were 
presented after the report had been approved 
and accepted. These resolutions provide for 
the continuance of the special com:nittee and 
the work of securing legislation along the 
same general lines as have been pursued dur- 
ing the past year. 


Discussion Over Legislation is Started. 

_ These resolutions at once precipitated a 
lively discussion, the first of the convention 
so far. The chairman moved the adoption 
of the resolutions in a brief speech, in which 
the opposition was characterized as active and 
well organized. 

Commissioner Young of North Carolina 
said that there was an impression in the 
minds of some that some of the companies 
are back of the movement and suggested that 
instead of having it appear that it is special 
legislation that it be generalized by adding 
the words “And other frauds.” 

Linehan Suggests That Present Laws Suffice. 

Commissioner Linehan of New Hampshire 
said that every month some concern was de- 
nied the use of mails and inquired if the 
present laws were not sufficient. He said he 
could drive out the frauds in the Granite 
State. Folk here remarked that about the 
only talking point of opposition was that the 
Lill was pulling the chestnuts of the licensed 
companies out of the fire. Commissioner 
Dearth of Minnesota would amend present 
fraud Jaws by inserting the word insurance. 
Commissioner Prewitt of Kentucky said 
Auditor Carroll of Iowa said what the bill 
proposed, as he understood it, was not to 
give more power to the postoffice authorities 
but a better definition of what is fraudulent. 
When Congress said that a company not 
livensed by the State of its corporation is 
fraudulent, then the work of the federal 
authorities will be simple. The point is illegal 
companies. 

Colorado Commissioner Gives His Views. 

Commissioner Tesch of Colorado favored 
the resolution because he stated it was in the 
line of progress, and it would do no harm if 
the present laws were found out to be suf- 
ficient to have this additional legislation. What 
was wished to be reached were the circu- 
larizing companies which no one in the State 
knew of until losses were reported as being 
unpaid. At present fraud must be proved. 
Under this law the illegal companies could . 
not use the mails to find victims who should 
complain after they found out they were 
ndt getting Walue received. Commissioner 
Wilkinson of Maryland opposed the resolu- 
tion because he thought it was unnecessary, 
the [present Jaws being sufficient, Then, 
after he had been enlightened on this point, 
he took the tack that most companies were 
authorized from somewhere and so the pro- 
posed resolutions if they resulted in the de- 
sired legislation would narrow instead of 
widen the scope of what is being attempted. 
He was set right on this point by some 
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special illustrations by Messrs. Carroll and 
Cutting; but, like the woman with the scis- 
sors, kept repeating his objections till the 
calls for the question cut him off. 

The resolutions were unanimously adopted 
and the work of securing legislation will pro- 
ceed for another year. 

Reports of Standing Committees Were Brief. 

The reports of standing committee were 
short and in several cases only oral, there 
being nothing of importance to report. ‘The 
report of the committee on reserves for lia- 
bility for deferred losses went into the ex- 
perience of Michigan and New York with 
their statutes and gave some interésting com- 
parisons of how the laws had worked. It ap- 
pears that the first New York law did not 
provide as much as the companies set aside 
themselves; and the new law, while requiring 
much more, did not impose anything like the 
requirements of Michigan. ‘lhere is more 
latitude allowed the department in the latter 
State. The whole question is still in an un- 
settled state and will remain so until more ex- 
perience is available. The afternoon session, 
which was rather brief, took up the questions 
pertaining to fraternal insurance. 

Opening of the Convention. 


There was a large attendance at the open- 
ing session of the thirty-fifth annual conven- 
tion of the insurance commissioners of the 
United States at Indianapolis on ‘Tuesday, 
though not as large as last year. ‘Twenty 
States answered at the roll call. The meeting 
place is the Hotel English. President Bacon 
was unable to be present and in his absence 
Vice-President Barry presided. <A telegram 
of regret from the president was read, in 
which he suggested as the most important 
questions to be considered at the convention 
the expense problem, suppression of unauthor- 
ized insurance and fraternal insurance. 

Public Functionaries Welcome Commissioners. 

Governor Durbin not being in the city, the 
welcome on behalf of the State was given by 
b. V. Storms, secretary of State. His, he said, 
was a genuine Hoosier welcome. He con- 
gratulated the convention upon its personnel, 
and the members upon the way in which they 
were performing the responsible tasks imposed 
upon them. The work, Mr. Storm said, re- 
cuired courage and nerve. Mayor Holtzman 
extended the city’s welcome.. There were no 
keys to present, for the city was at the dis- 
posal of the members of the convention. Dis- 
claiming any idea of offering advice to the 
commissioners, he suggested that the best in- 
tcrests of the insurance business required that 
the office of insurance commissioner be taken 
out of politics and permanency of tenure be 
insured the incumbents. 

The response on behalf of the convention 
was made by A. I. Vorys of Ohio. He made 
a very clever response and suggested that 
the State had made such progress because so 
thoroughly sprinkled with Ohioans. 

Vice-President Barry Delivers a Sound Talk 

The annual address was delivered by Vice- 
President Barry. After expressing his regrets 
at the absence of the president, he suggested 
that such a convention as this should be one 
of works rather than of words. Mr. Barry 
first noted that the interests committed to 
ithe oversight of the commissioners are so vast 
and the problems are so delicate and _ intri- 
cate that the watchwords should be caution 
ind conservatism. There should be no haste 
or adoption of ill-considered and _ ill-advised 
changes. The general plan of treatment should 
he that of adhering to general principles, in- 
siead of going into specialties or crude inno- 
vations. Mr. Barry stated that there were 
cvils, “too many of them, in fact,” but that 
there is no popular demand that they be all 
ciminated at this meeting. In his opinion 
he evils, when compared with the magnitude 
of - business, could only be considered as 
trivial. 

Advises Commissioners to Go Slowly. 

One suggestion was that commissioners 
sould go slow in making changes which re- 
quire the changing of methods of keeping 
hooks or tabulating statistics. The great prob- 
lem, in his opinion, is not technicalities, but 
the broad question as to whether a company 
1 able to fulfill its contracts. There is also 
a danger, said the speaker, of too much legis- 
lation. It was urged that there should be 
a2 ever-increasing spirit of comity between 
the States, and in the opinion of Mr. Barry, 
‘I supervision fails in its mission it will be be- 
cause of the failure of the commissioners to 


rt 


grasp this question of comity in its true 





bearings. The supervising officials should, so 
tar as they may, work for uniformity of legis- 
lation. ‘Lhe ideal condition is that of pertect 
harmony between the ‘public, the companies 
and the departments. Mr. Barry did not look 
tor the immediate attainment of the ideal, for 
he remarked: “there will always be found a 
Judas to betray, a Peter to deny, a Pilate to 
condemn, and a populace to cry ‘Crucify,’” 
‘After the announcement of a committee on 
credentials the convention adjourned till after- 
noon. 

Colonel Ellerbe on Credit Insurance Reserves. 

The afternoon session was devoted to read- 
ing of papers on fire marshal law and on basis 
jor figuring reserve liability under credit in- 
demnity contracts. This latter subject was 
considered by’ Col. C. P. Ellerbe of St. Louis. 
After reviewing the origin of credit insur- 
ance and the lack of special statute provision 
governing the reserve liability, the paper at 
once went into the treatment of the question 
ef reserves. The following are the leading 
portions of the paper. It was well received, 
but did not bring out much discussion, mainly 
because of the newness of the questions in- 
volved, 

Some Peculiarities of the Credit Business. 

“In calculating the reserve liability under 
credit indemnity contracts, it must be borne in 
mind that credit indemnity differs from all 
other kinds of insurance—that the extent of a 
loss suffered by a merchant, within the period 
and provisions of the bond cannot be ascer- 
tained until the termination of the contract. 
Furthermore, since the bond or policy allows 
the assured thirty days’ time within which to 
prepare and submit a statement showing the 
volume of his business and of his losses, that 
is, to make a final recapitulation of claims filed 
during the term of the bond; and further, 
since the company reserves an additional sixty 
days within which to adjust the loss with the 
merchant, therefore, in determining the reserve 
on these contracts it is necessary to consider 
the time of adjustment, which covers three 
months in addition to the period of the bond; 
that is, in addition to computing a reserve for 
unearned premiums on all business in force, 
the business of the last three months of the 
preceding year must be taken into considera- 
tion, and a reserve for unexpired contracts— 
the undetermined losses—be provided for.” 

Evolution of Laws on Credit Reserves. 

Colonel Ellerbe then gave a sketch of evo- 
lution of the reserve requirements of several 
of the States. New York was first and pro- 
vided that the reserve should be a sum equal 
to the total unearned premiums in force, with- 
out any deductions. Massachusetts followed 
with a provision for one-half the actual un- 
earned premium written in the policies. Mis- 
souri had no specific requirement, so the rule 
provided for fire insurance companies was ap- 
plied. This latter has become the general rule 
where the statute is silent. The experience 
of the company longest in the business shows 
a loss ratio-of about 50 percent unon an ex- 
perience of ten years. The rates upon which 
this experience was based were about 20 per- 
cent under those now being obtained. Colonel 
Ellerbe held that a reserve of 50 percent of 
the full premium is sufficient. As there is but 
little litigation in the business the reserve for 
litigated claims can easily be determined for 
each case as it arises, without having any rule 
upon the subject. 

Reserves for Unadjusted Losses on Expired Policies 

Touching the question of reserve for un- 
adjusted losses on expired policies Colonel 
Ellerbe said: “This subject was gone into at 
Icngth by the insurance departments of IIli- 
nois, Minnesota and Missouri in an examina- 
tion made during January of the present year 
of one of the companies engaged in credit in- 
surance. As a result of this examination, for 
the first time in the history of credit insurance, 
and the only instance, a full reserve was set 
aside by the company in question for the pay- 
ment of losses on expired policies, it having 
been the practice of the. companv to provide 
a reserve only for those policies under which 
proofs had been filed in the office prior to and 
including December 31.” 

Liability Under Bonds Expiring Late in Year. 

Touching the method of arriving at the lia- 
bility under a bond expiring in the latter part 
of the year, the experience of the company 
for the preceding year in the same month, it was 
found, gave a fair basis upon which to com- 
pute the liability for the year when there 
was no data to be had, owing to the nearness 
to the end of the year. A new rule was, how- 





ever, devised by the examiners, namely, the 
average or ratio of losses paid in any month 
to premiums on bonds expiring in that month; 
and this percentage was applied to the De- 
cember business, and the result was that the 
plan followed by the company was proved in 
the calculations. 

In conclusion Cofdnel Ellerbe said: “A 
50 percent reserve of the full premium, with- 
out deduction, on all policies in force; a re- 
serve for unadjusted losses on expired con- 
tracts, computed as set forth above, and a 
reserve for suits based upon the amount which 
the plaintiff might recover under the policy, 
is, in my opinion, ample protection to the 
public.” 

H. D. Davis on the Fire Marshal Law of Ohio. 

There were three papers on fire marshal 
law. The first one was by H. D. Davis, fire 
marshal of Ohio. He went somewhat into de- 
tail concerning the origin of the law and the 
need for such a law. ‘Then Marshal Davis 
told how the law was operated and enforced. 
His opinion is that it increases convictions and 
lessens incendiary fires, There are some pyro- 
maniacs encountered and some children, who, 
just as they are coming to maturity, seem pos- 
sessed of the passion for setting fires, Concern- 
ing the work accomplished by the law as tt is 
enforced in Ohio, Marshal Davis said that last 
year there were more convictions for arson 
in Ohio than in fifteen years before, and that 
in the three years of the operations of the law 
there were more convictions than in fifty years 
before. About thirty men are employed in 
the work. 

Commissioner Young Makes Suggestions. 

The second paper was read by J. R. Young, 
insurance commissioner of North Carolina, 
who is ex-officio fire marshal. The law ot 
North Carolina is modeled after that of Mas- 
sachusetts, modified to meet the needs of the 
State. Peace and other officers are obliged to 
assist the marshal. The work not only in- 
cludes investigating of fire with a view to pun- 
ishment of criminals, but also in the matter of 
inspections, which in Marshal Young’s opinion, 
is nearly, if not quite as important as the con- 
viction of those guilty of committing arson. 
He illustrated his idea of this by telling how 
Salem, in North Carolina, had only sustained 
a loss of $5,000 in one hundred and twenty-five 
years, which in his opinion was due to edu- 
cating the people and carefully inspecting all 
buildings, as well as thoroughly enforcing 
building laws. He made five suggestions: 
1. Each State should have a fire marshal law. 
2. It should cover the whole State. 3. Should 
include building law. 4. Report of fires and 
investigation of suspicious fires. 5. Should be 
enforced by the insurance commissioner. 

Cutting Reviews the Massachusetts Law. 

The last paper of the afternoon was an his- 
torical sketch of the Massachusetts fire mar- 
shal law. This was a careful review and 
showed how thorough the law is attended to 
in the old Bay State. It was made up largely 
of extracts of reports of fire marshals from 
year to year, showing the constant decrease 
in incendiary fires since the establishment of 


the office. These figures are summarized as 
follows: 

Number Incen- Per 
. of Fires. diary Cent. 
i sp évseesteewewes 3,821 310 8.1 
SE vik cweneen sae a 3,606 423 11.7 
Pe teas inpaceswa. vie 4,925 408 10.3 
BE Sinks wep aoe oe 4,030 337 8.3 
Mia 6 a s.eccaceate led 4,513 283 6.2 
SST eT TTT 5,325 279 5.2 
DD ced eoccccseese 4,968 , 236 5.1 
aa aa anon ed Se 4,694 253 5.0 
LPT re re Tr te 4,745 224 4.7 
DE. <vawtsencoede an 4,877 209 4.2 


In his comments on the workings of the law 
Mr. Cutting said: 

“Tt is recorded that since 1894, when the de- 
partment was established, incendiarism was 
decreased in the State every year, and that the 
system has proved so effective that it has been 
adopted in the states of Maryland, Ohio, Con- 
necticut and Washington, and several other 
States have the matter under consideration. 

“Attention is called to the fact that in en- 
forcing the law the department is handicapped 
by public prejudices against insurance com- 
panies, the criminal cases being considered 
as the proceedings of rich corporations against 
poor defendants. If the loss by fire was from 
burglary, the police would be promptly in- 
creased, as well as censured for permitting it, 
but the average taxpayer never gives thought 
to the loss by fire, further than that the insur- 
ance company pays it all. The report also 
criticises local fire insurance agents, who write 
policies without inspecting the property, which 
before. About thirty men are employed. 
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AS SEEN FROM CHICAGO. 


WANT COINSURANCE CLAUSE ATTACHED. 

At Lawrenceburg, Ind., the Lawrenceburg 
Roller Mills have taken out insurance on grain 
in thirteen metal tanks with the average clause, 
and at Toledo, Ohio, the Northwestern Eleva- 
tor & Mill Company has effected a similar 
contract, but in each case the 80 percent co- 
insurance clause bobs up, and the companies 
are endeavoring to secure its use, 

++ ++ 
FLOUR BLEACHING PROCESSES. 

At Nashville, Tenn., the large flouring mills, 
known as the Liberty Mills, are receiving the 
attention of companies on account of the new 
form which gives permission to bleach flour 
by electricity, the Alsop process being used. 
There are two processes in use by millers 
throughout the country, one the Alsop patents, 
a machine using low voltage with large cur- 
rent, and the American Mills Purifying Com- 
pany process, consisting of apparatus operating 
with high voltage and small current. Both 
machines are looked upon by companies as ex- 
perimental and subject to change in design, 
and have been fotind to contain hazardous 
features, although in the case of the Liberty 
Mills, local agents claim that the arrangement 
is a safe one, 





++ ++ 
HOME CHANGES ITS BASIS. 

Members of the Western Union declare that 
the management of the Home of New York 
under President Snow has made the company 
a much fairer and cleaner competitor. ‘There 
is a greater desire to support reasonable prac- 
tices and to give that co-operation which is 
essential to the business. 

The other companies gladly welcome this 
change, because they recognize what a splendid 
example so large and ably managed a com- 
pany like the Home can set. The Home is 
not presenting the angularities of former years. 


It is not so great a disputant, and is not play- 


ing off-side. 

President Snow and Vice-Presidents Correa 
and Buswell form a trio of splendid under- 
writers. The West is pleased at their efforts 
to conduct the company along more friendly 
lines, and with a more tolerant spirit. 

++ ++ 
SURPLUS LINE OPERATIONS. 

The Illinois surplus line law went into 
effect January 1, 1903. Last year there were 
1,442 affidavits filed covering risks placed in 
surplus line companies. Many of .these affi- 
davits covered the same risk. Gross premiums 
amounting to $193,574 were collected on this 
business and net $135,729. There are only two 
firms outside of Chicago that have surplus line 
licenses, they being McKinney & Son of Alton 
and S. D. Sexton of East St. Louis. 

+e ++ 
DO NOT APPROVE OF THE PLAN. 

The Western Union sent out an inquiry to 
its members as to what they thought of the 
proposition of a local agent of the Home to 
place on the policy an endorsemert to the 
effect that the expiration belonged to the 
agent. A large number of replies were re- 
ceived, indicating that the companies would 
object to anything of this kind. Most of them 
took the ground that the Home’s reply to the 
agent, which was published in various papers, 
was all sufficient. 

+e ++ 

LOCK HORNS WITH JOHNSON & HIGGINS. 

The Chicago Underwriters Association has 
locked horns with Johnson & Higgins, the 
New York brokers, and some interesting com- 
plications are likely to result. The Chicago 
board has a rule binding its members to ob- 
serve the rates of all tariff organizations. 
Johnson & Higgins have a brokerage license 
from the Chicago board for their Chicago 
office. The New York office of the firm con- 
trols the line on the glucose works at Rock- 
ford, Ill. Charges were filed against C. Hast- 
ings Clark, Chicago manager of the firm, on 
the ground that rates were cut on this risk. 
Mr. Clark took the ground that he knew noth- 
ing of the transaction, as the New York office 





handled the line and he was in no way respon- 
sible. He held that the Chicago board had no 
jurisidiction over offices in New York that 
write on property outside of Cook county. 
The executive committee of the board ruled 
that the firm of Johnson & Higgins was the 
same the country over and as it had a broker- 
age license in the Chicago board it was amen- 
able to its rules. The firm was fined $100, 
ordered to cancel all the insurance on the 
Rockford risk and keep off for fifteen months. 
It is hardly likely that the New York office 
of Johnson & Higgins will cancel the Rock- 
ford line, as it is a large one. If the local board 
expels Johnson & Higgins an ugly fight will 
be precipitated. It is understood that this 
charge is preferred largely on account of the 
Royal Exchange, which was supposed to have 
written the risk at a cut rate. The Royal Ex- 
change, however, has proved that its policy was 
not issued at a cut rate. It was bound at a 
cut rate but the company on checking up the 
rate, found the mistake and before the policy 
was issued made the correction and secured 
the full tariff. 
++ t+ 
““ DEACON’’ LOWELL REARRESTED. 

“Deacon” W. A. Lowell of wildcat fame 
who was arrested several weeks ago on 
charges of conspiracy with intent to defraud 
in connection with the United Underwriters of 
Chicago, took a second continuance last week 
when his case came up in police court. He 
was arrested by Detective Wooldridge on 
twenty-one additional counts, charging the 
same offense. He gave bond with M. L. 
Thackaberry, who is associated with him in 
the Kent Agency Company, as bondsman. 
M. W. Whitemore, an underwriter and attor- 
ney for the same concern, was arrested on 
similar charges and gave bail with the same 
bondsman. Letective Wooldridge, who has 
the wildcat cases in charge since the be- 
ginning of the recent raids, shows no signs of 
letting up. He keeps right on gathering evi- 
dence, 

++ ++ 
TWO MORE LLOYDS QuiT. ‘ 

The Independent Fire Underwriters and the 
Fort Dearborn Fire Association, two Chicago 
Lloyds, have quit the field and it is a question 
whether policyholders will get any return 
premium or the loss claimants anything on 
their claims. ‘hese Lloyds were started in the 
heyday period of the Chicago Lloyds. When 
they were taken over by their present manager 
there were a number of unpaid claims. The 
present management endeavored to get them 
on their feet, but they were too far gone, and 
it was felt best to quit and let the policyholders 
get better indemnity. It is understood that 
the Lloyds have several unpaid losses. It is 
not likely that the underwriters will do any- 
thing to meet the outstanding obligations. The 
day of these weak Lloyds in Chicago has 
passed. 





Western Underwriter 


WANT ADS. 


One dollar for first insertion. 
75 cents for each subsequent insertion. 
Special rates on ten or more insertions. 


WANTED—Fire insurance company that 
will write farm business. Can give same com- 
pany a fine line of protected town risks. G. 
H. Reader, Scottville, Mich. 

















WANTED—Life Insurance Special Agent. 
Salary and expenses. _One of the three largest 
companies. Address, K 2, care The Western 
Underwriter, 164 LaSalle street, Chicago. 





WANTED—To sell 600 new filing cases. 
Most of them have never been used. Good 
for daily reports or other documents. Will 
sell entire lot or in quantities. Address C 1, 
care THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER, 164 La Salle 
street, Chicago. 


WANTED—Agency in Pittsburg, Pa., for 
a fire insurance company. Address, A. F., 
care The Western Underwriter, Johnston 
Building, Cincinnati, Ohio. 








QHIO AND WEST VIRGINIA. 


IMPORTANT SUIT IS BROUGHT IN OHIO. 








Pottery Company Sues the Pennsylvania Com- 
pany Whose Train Is Alleged to Have 
Stood in the Way of Firemen. 





The George C. Murphy Pottery Company of 
East Liverpool, Ohio, has brought suit against 
the Pennsylvania Company for $105,000: dam- 
ages, and eighteen insurance companies are 
made parties defendant. The company’s plant 
was situated on the Cleveland & Pittsburg 
road, a part of the Pennsylvania system. On 
April 4 last a fire broke out in the plant. It 
is alleged that the department arrived on 
time, but that every avenue of approach to 
the building was cut off by a long freight train 
standing on the track. On the other side was 
the river bank. The water plugs were on the 
other side next the building, so the firemen 
could do nothing until the train was moved. 
It is alleged that the railroad company is re- 
sponsible for the loss, which was total, because 
its train stood in the way of the firemen until 
the blaze got beyond their control. At the time 
it was said that the engine had been un- 
coupled from the train and was quite a distance 
away. It had to be sent for, and, before the 
train was out of the way, the destruction of the 
plant was certain. 

It is understood that the damages asked by 
the pottery company cover its total loss, in- 
cluding what the insurance companies have 
already paid to it, as well as consequential 
damages on account of interference with its 
business. In order best to comply with the 
rules of procedure, the insurance companies 
are named ‘as defendants, while in reality they 
are with the pottery company in the effort to 
recover the amounts they paid it as losses, 
which are as follows: 


tna $2,244 N. Y. Und. Ag.. 2,493 
Ce iat ws ee 997 Phenix of Hart. 2,493 
Connecticut 2,49 Phenix, N. Y... 2,493 
Continental 1.496 Prov.-Wash. .... 1,496 
Fire Asem. ..-... 2.493 Queen of Amer.. 1,496 
Hartford .... 3,740 Roch. German... 1,496 
oie GC... ZO ZHONG sc.ses 1,496 
Manchester 1,496 United Firemen.. 997 
aera 1,496 West. of Pitts.. 997 





AT LOGGERHEADS OVER COINSURANCE. 

The insurance companies and the Cleve- 
land Illuminating Company are at logger- 
heads over coinsurance. There is a total in- 
surance of $300,000, and the assured state 
that this represents 75 percent of the value 
above ground, claiming that much of the 
value is underground and not subject to loss. 
As there is no guarantee that this amount of 
insurance will be maintained the companies 
are calling for coinsurance, further stating that 
if the insured wishes to exclude underground 
values from the operation of coinsurance it 
can be done by excluding these values from 
the protection of the policies. 

++ ++ 
TROUBLE AN NEW BREMEN. 

At New Bremen, the Continental is retal- 
iating on account of separation. It is said the 
company announces its intention to “get even.” 
There are ripples of discontent in several other 
quarters, but as a rule the State of Ohio 
seems to be in first-class shape as regards 
rates and good practices, 

at ++ 
MOORE NOT YET ADMITTED. 

The application of Jesse A. Moore, agent 
of the Delaware at Columbus, for admission 
to the Columbus board is still an issue. The 
board has so far refused to admit him on the 
ground that he is loan ageni of the Michigan 
Mutual Life and that his sole business is not 
therefore fire insurance as required by its 
rules, 

we ++ 
DRILL EMPLOYES AS FIREMEN. 

The Policy Holders Union is planning to 
organize the male employes of factories in 
Cleveland into fire fighting brigades, in order 
that they may know how to handle a small 
blaze successfully, with. the least damage to 
the building and goods and least danger to life. 
Accordingly, the employes will be organized in 
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squads, one tu fight fire, another to look after 
goods and still another to see that women and 
children are kept out of danger. They will be 
drilled in this work so that they will know 
just what to do. The main idea is that if a 
small blaze should occur in a factory, it may 
be extinguished without stopping the work of 
the whole institution with the consequent loss 
of time. Fire Chief Wallace thinks well of 
the plan and will aid the association in any way 
he can. 





MIAMI COUNTY SITUATION IMPROVED. 


Local Agents Association Is a Factor in Bet- 
tering Conditions, But Rebating Is Pro- 
nounced in Some Quarters. 


The Miami County Underwriters Associa- 
tion is steadily improving underwriting condi- 
tions in its territory. The association takes 
in all the important agencies of the county, ex- 
cept possibly one or two, but there are many 
small agencies outside that make it difficult for 
the members to enforce the rules. Rebating 
is costing the loyal agents considerable good 
business and the policy fee of $2 was abolished 
at the last meeting because it could not be 
obtained in the face of competition. 

At present all members are passing their 
dailies, endorsements, canceled policies and 
accounts current through the stamping office. 
lhe stamping system was inaugurated about a 
year and a half ago and has been found very 
effective. It is said that there is some lack of 
harmony among the members and that it would 
be well for companies to keep a strict rein on 
their agents in order to prevent an outbreak 
of hostilities. 





OHIO AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 


Agricultural—Mildred Todhunter, Middletown. 
Buffalo Commercial—Clyde K. Turley, Lronton. 
Buffalo German—Clyde K. Turley, Lronton. 
Continental—Mildred Todhunter, Middletown ; 
Roscoe French, Malvern. 
Citizens, Mo.—Clark & Pike, Willoughby. 
German, Pa.—-Edward M. Roberts, Ravenna. 
German, W. Va.—Berkley & Turley, Ironton. 
German, Ill.—W. G. Shannon & Co.,' Eaton: 
James K. McClung, Jackson; A. W. Blackburn & 
Co., Barberton. 
Germania—Justus H. Sackett. New London. 
German Alliance—Theo. A. Hockwalt, Akron. 
German American—Kathleen Johnstown, Find- 


ay. 

Home, N. ¥.—John W. McCullom, Marietta. 

L. & L. & G.—James K. and Frank J. McClung, 
Jackson. 

; Milwaukee Mechanics—Frank W. Reiter, Napo- 
eon. 

National, Conn.—Milton D. Shumaker, Eckmans- 
ville; John Q. Codding, Findlay: Chas. E. Rey- 
nolds, Napoleon; Walter T. Montgomery, Lynch- 
burg; Chas. E. Penn, Leesburg; James K. McClung, 
Jackson; John W. Waymire, Dayton; Wirt Kessler, 
West Milton; Ira E. Hine, Mantua; Clayton R. 
Powers, Girard; Brooks Bros., Beverly; Ladd & 
Stump, Bradner; Francis M. G. Silbert, Weston; 
Arthur E. Klotz, Prairie Depot. 

N. W. National—Frank W. 
Thos. Blankenship, Cincinnati. 

Northern, Eng.—Wm. Delmor Heckert, Fostoria. 

New Hampshire—Chas. F. Rice, Fremont. 

Niagara—John W. Upton, Chicago, Albertus A. 
Lee, Painesville. 

Firemens, N. J.—Edwin E. Edge. Ada. 

Phenix, Ct.—Oliver N. Sams. Hillsboro; Chas. 
D). Clark, Willoughby: Charles Cretcher, De Graff; 
Wirt Kessler, West Milton. 

Providence-Washington—Berkley & Turley, Iron- 
ton; Geo. L. Buell, Lorain. 

Queen—James G. Basham, Sciotoville. 

Spring Garden—Luther B. Hurst, Chillicothe. 

Star—Banta Bros., Urbana; EB. Cary Norris, 
Newark. 


— Underwriters—Helmick & Worrell, Zanes- 
ville, 


Reiter, Napoleon; 


++ ++ 
RATE-CUTTING CHARGED AT WARREN. 

They are at it again at Warren, Ohio. One 
agency is, it is claimed, hot after business 
there and in nearby towns, regardless of rates. 
This is an old story in that vicinity, but a 
new agency at the business. 

+t +t 

COUNTRY PUBLISHER DEFENDS HIMSELF. 

Johnstown, Ohio, September 17.—To the 
Editor: I notice in THe Western UNper- 
WRITER Of September 15 an article from Lick- 
ig county by which we learn there is har- 
mony among the agents of the county with 
the exception of one ambitious country pub- 
lisher, who makes free subscriptions to his 
paper as an extra inducement to get business 
rom his competitors. I am the country pub- 
lisher and plead guilty to a reasonable amount 
of ambition, but as to the generosity charged, 





I deny the allegation. I write exceeding $15,- 
000 in premiums annually, but never gave a 
have dozen subscriptions to my paper in my 
life, and then only when the Ohio Farmer 
agent had previously offered a yearly sub- 
scription to either of the county papers if 
parties, whose names I can give, would give 
him their insurance. I have no grievances 
with my brethren and wish they could get all 
of the good business that I can not. The 
trouble is, that I do not charge a policy fee. 
‘the other fellows do when they can. I get 
the “biz.”and the other fellow kicks and says 
naughty things about 
WittiAm A. ASHBROOK. 
++ ++ 

THREE RISKS TO REMAIN UNDISTURBED. 

The Cincinnati Inspection Bureau recently 
sent out a bulletin outlining the district in 
the “bottoms” that has been condemned for 
ralroad purposes. It has now issued a bulletin 
stating that the Farmers & Shippers Tobacco 
Warehouse, the Cincinnati Transfer Company 
and the Globe Soap Company will not be dis- 
turbed by the railroad companies. 





FAIR WEATHER IN STARK COUNTY. 


Active Interest Shown in Effort to Get Good 
Practices by Agents of the Larger 
Towns. 


The present condition of the insurance busi- 
ness in Stark county is said to be quite satis- 
factory to all parties, including agents, com- 
panies and propertyowners. An active interest 
is kept up by the local agents at Canton, Mas- 
sillon and Alliance in the county association. 
The Stark county branch of the Ohio Agents 
Association is an active one. 

In Canton all of the agents pass their dailies 
through the stamping office of the Summit 
County Association at Akron. All of the Mas- 
sillon agents do the same, and all of the Alli- 
ance agents, except three. At Alliance it has 
been impossible so far to get all the agents to 
pass their dailies through the stamping office, 
but it is the intention of Manager Ross of the 
state association to try to get the outsiders in 
line. 

There seems to be no difficulty in the county 
over rates. There are both increases and de- 
creases shown on certain classes, but the sched- 
ule system of rating is generally satisfactory to 
the insured. A few “kickers” have patronized 
various Lloyds and wildcats, but the revela- 
tions of the postal authorities in Chicago ought 
to bring them back to the reputable com- 
panies. 





LOSSES HEAVY IN OHIO. 

Recent heavy losses in Ohio have somewhat 
dampened the prospects for a fire insurance 
profit in the State this year. After the heavy 
losses in the first few months there was a 
lull which stirred a hope of profit, but recent 
serious fires have been reported from all sec- 
tions of the State. Unless there is another 
let-up the State will have another black year 
charged against it. 

++ ++ 
COMPLAINT AT WELLSVILLE. 

Considerable complaint is heard as to prac- 
tices at Wellsville. The field men claim that 
some of the agents are out of line and a 
committee will take up the town and see what 
can be done toward straightening it out. 

++ ++ 
THE SALT HAS LOST ITS SAVOR. 

The village of Clarington, Monroe county, 
Ohio, which possesses a hand engine and a 
hook and ladder truck, has no hose with which 
to fight a fire. 

at at 
MONEY SUIT AT CLEVELAND. 

The Park National Bank of Cleveland has 
filed an answer in the suit to recover $10,756, 
filed by Neale Bros. & Schryver, who claim 
that Wm. B. Uhl deposited checks drawn in 
favor of them by M. A. Hanna & Co. and 
afterwards withdrew the money and left the 
city. The checks were drawn on the Union 
National Bank and cashed by the Park Na- 
tional, Uhl indorsing them. The Park bank 
claims that was Uhl’s custom and that he 
afterward drew a check to the insurance firm 





in settlement of his account. Because he did 
business in this way they hold that Neale 
Bros. & Schryver cannot hold the bank liable. 
++ cad 
AKRON WATERWORKS AGAIN. 

The Akron Waterworks Company has con- 
sented to the terms imposed by the State 
Board of Public Works for using water from 
the canal, but it is not known whether this 
wil! settle the controversy that has arisen be- 
tween the company and the Akron city 
authorities or not. A movement has been 
started to issue bonds for a municipal water 
plant, owing to allegations of poor service on 
the part of the company. 

++ ++ 
NEW MAPS OF CINCINNATI. 

The Sanborn Map Publishing Company has 
finished four volumes of the new Cincinnati, 
and they are first class in every way. That 
volume showing the congested disfrict has been 
provided with wide margins around each block, 
giving ample space for mapping lines. By 
using these margins, instead of writing in the 
buildings, the maps will be better preserved, 
and the liability of memoranda being covered 
by map corrections reduced to a minimum. 
Daily report examiners will welcome the new 
volumes, but realize the hard work before 
them in transferring lines from old to new 
books, 

++ ++ 4 
SHORTAGE OF WATER AT CINCINNATI. 


Owing to the long drought in the Ohio Val- 
ley, the shortage of water in Cincinnati is 
becoming acute. It has been noticeable at two 
or three fires lately and householders in many 
parts of the city are complaining to the Board 
of Public Service. The fault seems to lie with 
the distribution system, as the pumps are able 
to keep the reservoirs full to their normal 
capacity. The mains, however, are not large 
enough to supply the large demand due to 
the dry weather. The city is laying several 
miles of new mains, but they are of no use in 
the present emergency. 





OHIO AND WEST VIRGINIA NOTES. 


The insurance on the school property at 
Ironton, Ohio, will be increased, 

The loss on the Ironton Door Factory at 
Ironton has been adjusted at $32,000. 

J. Sherman Porter of Gallipolis, who 
his agency a couple of months ago, 
opened an insurance office in that city. 

Members of the Tuscarawas County Branch 
of the Ohio Association are endeavoring to 
bring in a prominent agency at Urichsville and 
one at Minera] City. 

C. R. Folsom, who has been special agent 
of the Northwestern Underwriters, with 
headquarters at the home office, has been 
transferred to Cleveland. , 

Huston & White have sold their De Graff 
agency to Charles Cretcher, who has been 
their clerk, and will devote their entire atten- 
tion to their Piqua office. 

The loss on the Mitchell-Roland Company’s 
lumber yards at Cleveland, aggregating $90,000, 
has been adjusted at 89 percent. Ohio has had 
five lumber fires within three months that have 
hit the companies rather heavily. 

Mayor Finch of Toledo has signed an 
ordinance for the issue of $500,000 bonds for 
the improvement of the waterworks, but it is 
understood that the greater part of the sum 
will go toward building a large filtration plant. 

Bloch Bros. Tobacco Company plant at 
Wheeling, W. Va., carrying over $600,000, goes 
to the mutuals. The West Virginia Insepc- 
tion Bureau made a rate of 40 cents on the 
old and 35 cents on the new plant,but agents 
will hardly be able to hold any part of the 
line. 

By almost unanimous vote the people of 
Crestline decided Saturday to issue $75,000 
bonds for the improvement of the waterworks 
system, This improvement not only means 
better fire protection, but the extension of 
the Pennsylvania railroad yards, most business 
and greater prosperity. 


sold 
has 





The Queen Insurance Company has trans- 
ferred $500,000 from surplus to capital, mak- 
ing its capital $1,000,000, 
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UNDERWRITING IN MICHIGAN 


SOME DEFECTS GIVEN AS TO DETROIT 











Water Supply and Fire Department Needs 
Bolstering Up, According to National 
Board Inspector. 


The National Board has rendered its re- 
port on Detroit, showing that some of the 
water pipes have been damaged by electrolysis. 
It is recommended that street car companies 
have electric return wires to the power houses 
and mains possess greater resistance. More 
frequent inspection of buildings and contents 
is urged. ‘The fire limits should be extended 
east to Russell, west to Trumbull and north 
to Boulevard. Additional fire companies should 
be organized to protect territory that is not 
safely covered. A permanent pumping station 
and pumping engine are necessary in connection 
with the present fire pipe system to relieve 
the fire boats in case of threatening fires along 
the extended river front. Water pipes are 
defective and larger reinforcing mains are 
needed. Many of the four and six inch pipes 
should be replaced by eight inch. A large 
reservoir north of the city is needed to con- 
tain six days’ water supply. <A _ pipe thirty 
inches in diameter should lead out from the 
reservoir. 





MICHIGAN LOCAL AGENTS’ MEETING. 
Report on Conditions in the State Is Made by 
Secretary Eldridge, Showing Satis- 
factory Situation. 


The Michigan Local Agents Association met 
last Thursday in Detroit, there being a fair 
attendance from that city, but only a few 
were present from the outside field. The 
following officers were elected: 

President, = R. Vernor, Detroit ; 
president, E. bgp Tuyl, Bay City; second vice- 
president, . Russell, Cadillac; third vice- 
president, J. H Murdough, Crosswell; fourth 
vice-president, Harry Wright, Port Huron; 


first vice- 


secretary and treasurer, W. A. Eldridge, De- 
troit. 
Delegates for the National convention: J. 


H. Murdough, Crosswell; Harry Wright, Port 
Huron; S. R. Burchard, West Bay City; J. 
M. Crosby, Grand Rapids; FE. Van Tuyl, Bay 
City; T. J. Reilly, Robert Hartenstein, H. R. 
Vernor, W. A. Eldridge, Joseph Goodrich and 
Fred Guenther, Detroit. 

J. M. Crosby of Grand Rapids was chosen 
chairman of the grievance committee; D. W. 
Dyer, Lansing, chairman of legislative com- 
mittee; T. J. Reilly, Detroit, chairman execu- 
tive committee. 

W. A. Eldridge, 
read his report as follows: 
ing I can report 
nothing of a 


and treasurer, 
“At this meet- 
nothing new. There has 
startling character transpired 
ince our last meeting. ‘Peace reigns in our 
State,” so near as it can be in a business like 
our own. Michigan is handicapped somewhat 
in the way of inducements for men in the 
insurance business to organize. Almost every 
city in the State has an organization to look 
after its sectional interests, and from this fact 
does not feel very enthusiastic over a state or 
national organization, yet in certain localities 
they have ‘their troubles. Twice during the 
year | have had to report grievances to the 
chairman of the grievance committee of the 
National association, and am pleased to state 
with success so far as these localities are con- 
cerned. 

“The Michigan association has representa- 
tives enough in its body to form a nucleus for 
a large and powerful organization, and should 
there be-a demand. for such an organization 
there will be no trouble in meeting the de- 
mand. My efforts have been toward keeping the 
larger agencies in line, and trusting to their 
help in case of need. 

“The delegates from Detroit, sent by the 
association to Hartford, were instructed to 
lay the matter of the Germania and its opera- 
tions in this locality before the National as- 
sociation’s committee on cases of this kind. 
They did so, and reported at a special meet- 


secretary 





ing called directly after their return. It is 
needless for me to make any comment on the 
result of the delegates’ efforts. We certainly 
accomplished something. The feeling displayed 
at the Hartford meeting did encourage the 
managers of the Germania to pay some atten- 
tion to your complaint. Should there be any 
occasion to instruct your coming delegates. tu 
present any grievances to the National organi- 
zation, you can rest assured it will be done, 
and you can expect some favorable results 
from that body. 


“The only matter of importance that I care 
to discuss in the report is the action of the 
National of Hartford, in what_is known as 
the ‘Yonkers Case.’ It is evident from discus- 
sions had over this matter, by your company 
managers, the insurance press and the agents 
generally thrcughout the country, that the 
National’s position is not one encouraged. The 
National association in executive session, after 
hearing both sides of the case, authorized the 
attorney who had the case in charge, as the 
agents’ representative, to appeal the case to the 
highest court in the State, and if necessary to 
the Supreme Court of the United States, and 
pledged itself to raise the sum of $3,000 to 
prosecute the case to the end. In my notices 
of the meeting sent out, with request for pay- 
ment of dues, there was also a request made 
that each agent contribute the sum of $1 as 
his contribution toward defraying the cost 
of prosecuting this case. I am glad to say that 
over go percent of the agents who sent in 
their dues have also contributed their extra $1. 
I am pleased to say that while the Michigan 
association is not as strong from a numerical 
point, it has kad as strong a delegate repre- 
sentative as any association in the United 
States, outside of the State in which the 
meeting was held. No association has greater 
respect of the National body than the Mich- 
igan associaticn. We have great pride in the 
insurance legislation of the State, also in the 
gentleman who occupies the honorable position 
of the insurance commissioner. He is an 
honorable man, and has not only the respect 
of his own personal friends, but of the com- 
panies that have to deal with him officially. I 
am also happy to say that your own repre- 
sentatives are treated with great consideration 
and in every committee appointed by the 
National association at its meetings a Mich- 
igan man has a place. Last year at Hartford 
our own Mr. Guenther was elected fourth 
vice-president. At St. Louis he will be named 
third vice-president, and in three years from 
now, if he is spared, which we certainly hope 
he will be, he will be president of the National 
association. I am also pleased to say that Mr. 
Guenther has been named by the program 
committee of the National association to reply 
to the address of welcome, which will be made 
by the president of the World’s Fair, and we 
are satisfied that he will do the theme justice. 
The president of your association will respond 
for Michigan to the roll call of States, and I 
am sure he will do you credit. 

“The association was invited this year to 
hold its annua! meeting at Bay City; but it 
was thought better to hold it at Detroit, there 
being a larger percentage of agents belonging 
to it at Detroit than any other point in the 
State. There has been a desire expressed by 
some that Detroit invite the National associa- 
tion to hold its next convention here. It is 
true that it has met in Detroit, but at that 
time the association was very small. If you 
instruct your delegates to make this effort I am 
sure they will, and with a fair show of success. 
So far as I know there has been no complaint 
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made to any of the different committees. I am 
satisfied that the association is in good shape, 
and should there be any emergency arise, 
necessitating an increase in membership, it will 
require very little effort on our part to get the 
increase. I have been able to spend about 
all the money the association has provided me 
with and think possibly that it has enough to 
answer all purposes. I am not inclined to the 
idea that more money spent would be more 
profitably spent; that is, so far as our present 
interests are concerned. I think we can keep 
up all the interest we require in the associa- 
tion following the same lines we have in the 
past.” 





INSURANCE OF YPSILANTI SCHOOL. 


Writing of School Property at a Cut Rate Has 
Caused Dissension—Thought Full Rate 
Will Be Demanded. 


The insurance on the school property is 
causing considerable dissension at Ypsilanti. 
The line amounts to $40,000 under general 
form and $10,000 on a new ward school, and 
the whole insurance has been written at 15 
percent off the tariff. It is said that one or 
two agents make it impossible for the others 
to get the full rate; but, as the line is well 
divided, the non-tariff agents only lose by their 
tactics. There has been some difficulty also 
over the line on the Presbyterian church. 
Both risks are three-year business, and it is 
believed that this year on account of the con- 
ditions in the fire business the companies will 
insist on the full premium. 





MICHIGAN AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 


Assurance Co. of America—Frank A. Douglass 
Agency, Houghton; Menominee Insurance Agency, 
Ltd., Menominee; Victor E. Metzger Insurance 
Agency, Sault Ste. Marie. 

Federal—E. C. Harner, Benton Harbor; Jas. A. 
Sullivan, Ironwood; Geo. E. Corell, Niles. 

German Alliance—Albert L. Spencer, Belding. 

German, Freeport—W. M. Hazen, Jonesville: 
Monroe & McWethy, Traverse City. 

i Ebenezer V. White, Gladstone; Ed- 
mund Ashford, Manistique. 

Prussian National—Watts A. 
Pleasant. 

Springfield—C. A. Sweezy, Addison; 
derson, Byron; C, E. Ward, Bancroft: C. F. 
Mulnix. Cement City; P. G. Schaible, Chelsea: 
Louis W. Howe. Dearborn; Elanson Osborn, Eaton 
Rapids: J. C. Pierce. Fairfield: D. L. Livingston. 
Grass Lake: Wm. H. Hunt. Laingsburg: A. L 
Beard, Morrice: H. H. Hawley, Perry: Wm. F. 
Selleck, Portland: H. W. Bartlett, Saline: J. B. 
Hubert, Stockbridge; J. H. Osborn, Tecumseh: 
J. ©. Downing. Vermontville. 

Union, N. Y.—Walter S. Richardson, 





Chatterton, Mt. 
J. F. An- 


e Central 
United Underwriters—J. 
way. 
Western Underwriters—Robt. H. Lane, Midland. 
++ ++ 
WORCESTER AGENCY IS SOLD. 


The agency of John Worcester of Detroit. 
conducted by his father for over forty-five 
years, has been sold to Leo. K. Hennes. Ira 
Worcester died a year ago when the agency 
was transferred to his son, John, who had 
been with the agency for several years. He 
retires on account of ill health. The agency 
had the L. & L. & G, North America and 
Phenix of New York. Mr. Hennes also had 
the Phenix, and in addition the Fire Associa- 
tion, German American, Providence-Washing- 
ton and London & Lancashire. The Worcester 
companies transfer to Hennes. 

b+ ++ 
DETROIT INSURANCE AGENCY REINSTATED. 


At the meeting of the Detroit Underwriters 
Club, on Tuesday, the Detroit Insurance 
Agency, which some time ago was expelled 
_ membership for refusing to pay a fine 

f $500, imposed for alleged rebating, was 
sclaaaand and the fine was rescinded. The 
whole controversy was placed in the hands of 
a committee for further action. It is under- 


stood that the agency has made some conces- 
sions. 


Frank Morford, Ona 





MICHIGAN NOTES. 


Blackman, Glass & Cook get the sok 
agency of the United Firemens at Detroit. 

J. Sterling Kemp, who has been traveling 
Indiana and Michigan for the Delaware and 
Reliance, is about to retire from the field and 
engage in the mining business, locating at 
Joplin, Mo. He is the son of Manager O. C. 


Kemp of Chicago. 
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WEEK'S NEWS IN INDIANA. 


INDIANA LEAGUE [AKING A PROTEST. 











Claims That the State Board Schedules Are 
All Sufficient and There Is No Need 
of a Change. 


The Indiana League, the non-union field 
club, is opposing the action of the Union’s 
governing committee in insisting on the use 
of the Dean schedules. The league claims 
that the present Indiana schedules are suf- 
ficient and give entire satisfaction. To change 
now, the field men say, would cause new rates 
and further friction in securing them. They 
aver that the public is weary of frequent rate 
changes and desires something permanent. 
The Dean schedules were applied in Jeffer- 
sonville, New Albany and Warsaw. The gov- 
erning committee wants these schedules used 
to give uniformity as they are being applied 
in other States. At a recent meeting of the 
governing committee the assertion was made 
that some union specials were back of the In- 
diana League opposition in order to block the 
use of the Dean system. 





NOVEL SUIT INVOLVING EXPIRATION. 





Assured Claims the Agent Had Agreed to Keep 
a Policy in Force from Year 
to Year. 





An interesting suit has been filed at Goshen, 
Ind., by Joseph E. Sunthimer of Shipshewana 
against the Continental for $2,500 insurance on 
his stock of goods which burned last April. 
‘The assured stated that he placed the handling 
of his insurance with the local agent, who 
agreed to keep the policies in force from year 
to year without any’ attention on the part of 
the assured, other than to have the premium 

paid. The allegation is made that the agent, 
believing that the expiration fell on April 24, 
instead of April 20, did not rewrite the policy 
to take effect on April 20, and that on April 
21 the stock was destroyed by fire. The com- 
plaint is made in three paragraphs, the first 
being that an oral agreement was made to 
insure; the second, upon the written policy, 
which, he declares, was renewed by oral agree- 
ment, and, third, for damages for not renew- 
ing. The company refused to pay the insur- 
ance, claiming that the verbal agreement was 
a personal matter with its agent and not an 
agreement with the company, and no _ policy 
had been written. Sunthimer, who brings the 
suit, is an insurance agent as well as a mer- 
chant. He had two of his companies on his 
stock at the time of the fire. He secured the 
Continental from another agent. When the 
loss was settled the other companies made the 
Continental contribute. 





GILMORE GETS GERMAN AMERICAN. 

B. J. Gilmore of Indianapolis, who resigned 
as Indiana special of the Northern some days 
ago, has been appointed Indiana state agent 
of the German-American, to succeed John C. 
Ingram, who becomes assistant western man- 
ager of the company. Gilmore is one of the 
most popular. field men in the State. 

++ ++ 
WILL VISIT CHICAGO IN OCTOBER. 

The Indiana State Board committee ap- 
winted to confer with the governing commit- 
‘ce of the Union will probably be invited to 
ome to Chicago early in October. The com- 
nittee desires to take up the points where 
riction exists between the two bodies. 

++ a+ 
RATE IS ADVANCED. 

The building 17 to 23 West Pearl street, 

ndianapolis, occupied by W. B. Burford and 

he Indianapolis Electrotype Company, a 
prinkled risk, has recently been inspected and 

te advanced on account of the absence of 

ater service, bad condition of hose, fire 
doors out of order, absence of stationary lad- 
i ‘tT to valves, no waste cans, and a bad con- 
tion generally, including poor maintenance 
automatic sprinklers. The insured have 
en advised of the defects a number of times, 





but show no disposition to make the improve- 
ments, 
+e +e 
SECRETARYSHIP OF STATE BOARD. 

The decision as to the secretaryship of the 
Indiana State Board will not be reached until 
the annual meeting the latter part of No- 
vember. Eugene Johnson, who has been doing 
special work for the state board, is acting as 
secretary pro tem. Some of the field men are 
anxious to increase the work of the secretary 
and make it a higher salaried position in order 
to attract good talent. 

++ ++ 
INDIANA AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 











Continental—Elias Bryant, Lafayette; Dye & 
Ellis, Richmond; Graham & Lower, Decatur. 

National, $ Savage. Rockport; John 
F. Redman, Scottsburg. 

Phenix, Ct.—Eugene F. Routh. Salem 

Providence-Washington—A. T. Place, ‘Pennville ; 
Jobn W. Holmes Company, Portland. 

Royal—Allen E. Webb, Attica. 

++ ++ 


REINSURANCE AT KOKOMO. 

At Kokomo, Ind., coinsurance is bothering the 
companies in connection with the large plant 
of the Kokomo Steel & Wire Company. The 
general form contains one item of $70,000 on 
stock in three separate buildings with the 
average clause. Under present rule the &o 
percent reduced rate clause should be added, 
and the directors of the wire company now 
have the matter under consideration. 





INDIANA NOTES. 
John J. Adair has entered the real estate 
and insurance business at Evansville, Ind. 
David Stobo of Columbus, Ind., a prominent 
citizen and of the insurance firm of D. & J. 


Stobo, died last week. 
The Martin & Amidon Lumber Company 
of Elkhart, Ind., this week sustained the 


second recent loss from fires supposed to be 
of incendiary origin. 





MICHIGAN HANDBOOK. 
1904-05. 


We beg to announce that our Under- 
writers’ Handbook of Michigan, a com- 
pendium of insurance information by cities 
and towns, including a complete directory 
of all companies doing business in the 
State, and of all local, special and general 
agents; also valuable statistics in each 
branch of the business, has been received 
from press and we are now prepared to fill 
— Price of book, cloth, $2; leather, 

os 
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RECORDS FOR THE ASSURED 


Our Form 620 is a small record of in- 
surance policies to be presented to your 
customers. A most excellent advertisin 
medium. The size of the book being 844 
x4 inches, closed, it can easily be filed 
away with the policies in the safe. Con- 
tains 8 pages, with ruling for five items, 
besides important hints to the assured, 
tables, ete. This book has easily been our 
best seller. Seventy-five cents per doz.; 
mail, 85 cents; $4 for 50; $6 per 100. On 
quantities of 50 or over, we print your 
presentation card on outside cover, free. 
A single sample book for 10 cents. 
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STATE TOPIGS OF ILLINOIS. 


HOPING TO HARMONIZE SPRINGFIELD. 








Special Committee to Investigate the Condi- 
tions Surrounding the Lanphier Fine and 
Executive Committee’s Action. 





A special committee of the Illinois State 
Board and Illinois Field Club will go to 
Springfield to endeavor to straighten out the 
tangle in that city resulting from the action 
of the executive committee of the Illinois State 
Board reducing the fine imposed by the stamp- 
ing secretary on John C. Lanphier from $225 
to $25. The matter was threshed out at a 
joint meeting of the two organizations last 
week and it was decided to send a committee 
of field men to bring harmony. A _ specia! 
committee from the state board went to 
Springfield and recommended that the fine be 
decreased. The charge is made that most 
of the members on this special committee 
composed a majority of the executive commit- 
tee and were interested in ihe Lanphier agency. 
The other local agents protested and the whole 
affair has created considerable bitterness. 
Some complaint is made that the agreement 
at Springfield gives the stamping secretary 
too much latitude and some think that it 
should be modified. 





COMPLAINT AS TO PRACTICE. 

There is still heard much complaint on part 
of some union specials as to the practice of a 
few non-union companies of entering graded 
commission agencies, swearing the agents to 
secrecy and then securing the cream of the 
business before the union companies discover 
the trick, This has occurred in a number of 
instances, especially in small towns, and there 
seems no way to prevent it. 

++ ++ 
TO HAVE A STAMPING BUREAU. 

:\ special committee from the Illinois State 
Board and Illinois Field Club went to Newton 
last week to straighten up affairs in that city. 
it was decided to establish a stamping secre- 


tary and this will be attended to in the near 
future. 
++ +t 
SUIT OVER WESTVILLE LOSS. 
Bert Terrell has begun suit against the 


Home, Queen and Springfield at Danville for 
failure to pay the loss on the store of H. M. 
Jenkins at Westville. He purchased the store 
shortly before the fire. The companies claim 
that there was a chattel mortgage on the stock 
without their knowledge. The National board 
offered a reward for the arrest and conviction 
of the alleged incendiary who is supposed to 


have set fire to the store. 
++ ++ 
TO RATE SMALL TOWNS. 

The two field organizations will take up 
the matter of rating the small towns as soon 
as the protected towns are completed in 
Illinois. It will require some little time to 


get rid of the water towns and it proposed that 
special agents of both organizations join to- 
gether in getting tlhe surveys for the outside 
towns. 





ILLINOIS NOTBS. 
Mt. Sterling, Ill., has dropped for the pres- 
ent the question of extending the water system. 
The agency of the Milwaukee Mechanics at 


Rockford has been transferred from Harry 
Allen to E. A. Camlin. 

The Smith-Knepper Realty Company has 
recently opened a real estate and insurance 
office at East St. Louis. 

A change in local agetcy representation 


eccurs at Marion, IIL, through Rice & 
Throgmorton purchasing the agency of D. T 
Hartwell & Co. 

The Beaird warehouse at East St. Louis 
burned last Friday, entailing an insurance loss 
of $28,000. This was the heaviest 
the city in some time. 


loss in 
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FIELD NOTES OF WISCONSIN. 


AGENTS WILL MEET-AT MILWAUKEE. 











Wisconsin Association Has Accepted the In- 
vitation of the Milwaukee Board—Fifty 
Dollars Towards Defense Fund. 





The Wisconsin Association of Local Fire 
Insurance Agents has accepted the invitation 
of the Milwaukee Board to hold its annual 
meeting in Milwaukee, on October 6 and 7. 
The assembly room of the board has been ten- 
dered as a meeting place and President Reb- 
han, of the board, assisted by F. J. Meyer and 
W. T. Green, will devise some sort of enter- 
tainment for the visiting agents. Nearly all 
the local agents are members of the state as- 
sociation, so the meetings will no doubt be 
well attended. 

In response to an appeal from the National 
Association of Local Fire Insurance Agents 
the local organization has voted $50 towards 
the “defense fund,” which is being used largely 
in the Sullard case. 





JANESVILLE LOCAL AGENTS OBJECT. 


Do Not Want Their City Rerated Under the 
New Schedules—Likely to Change 
Their Decision. 


The Janesville (Wis.) Gazette has an arti- 
cle to the effect that the raters for the Wis- 
consin Fieid Club are now engaged in rating 
that city under the new schedules in spite 
of the opposition of some of the local agents. 
The local agents have full power when it 
comes to rating and it is hardly likely that 
the field club would attempt to force the new 
rates on the local agents. The local agents 
vote as to whether they will accept the new 
rates or not. Janesville is the last city to be 
rerated under approved schedules, and inas- 
much as all the rest of the State has been 
rated according to scientific methods, the field 
men have advised the Janesville agents to 
adopt these rates. Some of the local agents, 
however, object to it. Some of the rates in 
the town will be increased on account of de- 
fects, while others will be decreased on ac- 
count of good construction. 





WISCONS'N AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 


American, Pa.—J. A. Thwing, La Crosse. 

Buffalo German—Jobhn C. Halev, Madison. 

Consolidated F. & M.—Dan K. Zimmerman, Wau- 
kesha; Wm. Wright, Jefferson; August Ruhlander, 
Appleton; Charles McCarthy and Peter M. Swen- 
son, Menomonie. 

German American—Edward Decker, Jr., and 
Henry J. Wunderlich, Brillion. 

Indianapolis—Edwin T. Cass, Whitewater; Of- 
telie & Severson, Stoughton. 

North America—Elmer A. Rockman, Barron; 
William G. Hosig, Mauston; Fred D. Arnold, Park 
Falls; Joseph O. Meyers, Reeseville; Gustav E. 
Soli, Manawa; William 8S. Tyler. Wautoma. 

Milwaukee Mechanics—Edward B. _ Rohleder, 
East Troy. 

North B. & M.—Edward Decker, Jr., and Henry 
J. Wunderlich, Brillion; George H. Seely, Me- 
nomonie. 

Palatine—Miss Harriet Roberts, Beloit; James 
Kelly, Tomahawk. 

Philadelphia Underwriters—Herman J. Soule, 
Wautoma. 

Pittsburg—Joseph Wright, Watertown; Thomas 
Watson, Fond du Lac. 

St. Paul—Worden & McGill, Ladysmith; C. R. 
Case, Knapp: Walter B. Hartshorn, Waukesha. 

Willlamsburgh City—Albert Woller, Milwaukee ; 
Louis Blum. Milwaukee. 

City of Jefferson Mutual—Chas. Bienfang, Jef- 
feros; Andrew Noll, Chilton. 

Theresa Village Mutual—J. F. Roberts, Eau 
Claire : Lloyd Breck, Merrill. 

Village of Sheboygan Falls Mutual—C. Zuchilke, 
Bonduel; J. F. Roberts, Eau Claire. 


++ + 
WESTERN SECURES A RISK. 

The Wisconsin Sprinkled Risk Association 
has secured the line of the Wisconsin Chair 
Manufacturing Company at Jefferson, Wis. 
This line is handled by William Wright. a 
local agent in that town and secretary of a 
mutual, 





++ ++ 
LANDLORD'S LIABILITY FOR TENANT. 

The Milwaukee board has been discussing 
the question of abolishing the clause making 
a landlord liable for the action of his tenant 
if the latter increased the hazard of a risk 
without his knowledge or consent. Some of 





the landlords claim that it is impossible to con- 
trol their tenants in this regard, and if the 
property burns the insurance companies should 
not contest the claim on account of increased 
hazard due to the tenants. The main objection 
is to the tenant increasing the amount of gaso- 
line, fireworks or explosives in greater quanti- 
ties than allowed under the policy. The matter 
has been referred to a special committee. 
++ ++ 


NEW AGENCY AT BRILLION. 

Decker & Wunderlich is the name of a new 
firm at Brillion, consisting of E, Decker, the 
president, and H. J. Wunderlich, the cashier 
of the First State Bank of Brillion. They 
have bought out the agencies of Barnard & 
Meyer, S. H. Barnard, W. V. McMullen and 
O. C. Behnke, giving them fifteen companies 
in all. 





WANT THE ORGANIZATION COMPLETED 


Several Field Men Feel the Time Is Ripe to 
Consummate the Plans to Have a 
Non-Union Club. 





Several Wisconsin field men, both union and 
non-union, feel that the organization of the 
non-union field club should be completed. It 
began its preliminary work under favorable 
auspices, but the promoters ceased further 
organization when Commissioner Host sent 
his letter of inquiry to the companies concern- 
ing the Wisconsin Field Club. It was sup- 
posed that President James of the North- 
western National was on the warpath and in- 
ended to uproot any sort of associated effort. 
The breeze that threatened to develop a tornado 
ended in a mild zephyr. It is not thought 
that Commissioner Host is inimical to field 
men’s clubs for the promotion of good prac- 
tices and the assisting of local agents in carry- 
ing on their business correctly so long as 
the laws are respected and the bounds of good 
judgment are not overstepped. 

The non-union men couid be of assistance 
in placing Wisconsin on a still higher basis 
by having an association, .There is nothing 
illegal in such effort. Insurance departments 
supervised by men of any ordinary observing 
powers and judgment realize that there are 
certain factors that. bind insurance interests 
together naturally, and a disregard of these 
ties only results in friction and injustice, not 
only to the companies but the agents and 
public. 





WISCONSIN NOTES. 

Harry LaBlanche, an agent of Oconomowoc, 
died on September 12 

Oliver Libbey, one of the old agents of 
Green Bay, was recently stricken with paraly- 
sis. 

A. C. Rossbach has been elected a member 
of the Milwaukee board as first agent of the 
Commercial Union of New York. 

Geo. H. Kieck, who for some years has 
been a clerk for Woller & Blum of Milwau- 
kee, was elected a member of the board as a 
solicitor for the Concordia. 

J. P. Nolan of Manitowoc, Wis., is candi- 
date for secretary of that State on the Dem- 
ocratic ticket... Mr. Nolan advises his com- 
panies that he is likely tg be elected, and if 
so will give up his insurance business. 

Jas. R. Hobbins of Madison, Wis., who has 
been assistant to F. Gordon, state agent 
of the American & Security, has transferred 
his allegiance to the United Underwriters and 
will act as special agent in Wisconsin. 





SIXTH YEAR. 


The “Journal of Insurance Economics,” 
started on new and original lines, stands 
to-day without a counterpart in insurance 
journalism. Read by insurance men who 
do their own thinking. Are you one of 
them? 

Special six months’ subscription for $1. 

Send your name to the JouRNAL oF IN- 
SURANCE Economics, 159 Devonshire st., 
Boston, Mass. 











Saving one’s money by not doing necessary ad- 
vertising in conducting business is like saving it 
by starving to death. 





THE WEST AND NORTHWEST 


MISSOURI MAN MAKES A SELECTION, 








Gives List of Companies That He Considers 
Wildcats, Although Some Are Licensed 
in Other States. 





The insurance commissioner of Missouri has 
issued a list of wildcats, but some of them 
are licensed by other States and hence are not 
wildcats. Most of those on the list, however, 
are entirely irresponsible. The list is: 

Alexandria of Alexandria, Va.; Amazon, 
Charleston, W. Va.; American Underwriters, 
Chicago ; Capital, Jackson, Miss. ; Central, Chi- 
cago; Citizens, Chicago; Commercial, Wil- 
mington, Del.; Commonwealth, Chicago; Com- 
monwealth Savings & Insurance, Richmond, 
Va.; Cotton & Woolen Manufacturers Mutual, 
Boston; Duquesne, Pittsburg; Federal Lloyds, 
Chicago; Fire Association of New York; 
Firemens Fire, Chicago; Georgia Industrial, 
Atlanta; Germania Fire, Chicago; Great 
Britain, London, Eng.; Great Northern, Chi- 
cago; Grain Dealers National Mutual, Indian- 
apolis ; Indiana Underwriters, Indianapolis; In- 
dustrial Mutual, Boston; International Fire, 
Alexandria, Va.; Interstate, Chicago; Jefferson 
Fire & Marine, Richmond, Va.; Keystone 
Mutual, Philadelphia; Lincoln Insurance & 
Ranking, Hammond, Ind.; Lumbermens Mu- 
tual, Chicago; Manton Mutual Fire, Phila- 
delphia; Mercantile Mutual Fire, Providence, 
R. I.; Mercantile Fire, Chicago; Mercantile 
Fire & Marine, Washington, D. C.: Mill 
Owners Mutual Fire, Chicago; Mutual Fire, 
Baltimore, Md.; Narragansett Mutual, Prov- 
idence, R. I.; National Mutual Church, Chi- 
cago; National, Dover, Del.; Northern, Chi- 
cago; Northwestern Fire, Chicago; Ozark, 
Fort Smith, Ark.; Patansco Mutual Fire, Bal- 
timore; Powhatan Fire Manchester, Va.; 
Prairie State, Chicago; Pulaski Mutual, Chi- 
cago; Phoenix Underwriters, New York; 
Royal Exchange Underwriters, Chicago: Rub- 
ber Mannfacturers Mutual, Boston; Security 
Fire & Marine, Washington, D. C.; Security 
Mutual Fire, Omaha; Underwriters at Stand- 
ard Lloyds, New York; Union Fire, Chicago; 
Tide Water Fire, Cambridge, Md.; Western 
Fire, Marine & Plate Glass, Chicago; Western, 
Aurora, III. 

Commissioner Yates says: “The depart- 
ment is making vigorous efforts to have all 
sich persons arrested and prosecrted. Tt is a 
safe conclusion that any oreaniz2tion or asso- 
ciation which will knowingly and persistently 
violate the laws of the State will also renudi- 
ate its own contracts with citizens of the 
State, and I therefore warn the public against 
having any business transactions whatever with 
any of these companies or their agents.” 





TORNADO DEAL CAUSES FRICTION. 


Charles L. Crane & Co. of St. Louis 
kicked up a bigger disturbance than they had 
any reason to expect when they arranged the 
reinsurance of half the Delaware’s tornado 
liability in St. Louis and East St. Louis in the 
North America. This agency represents both 
companies and also the German American, to 
whom the business was first offered and by 
which it was declined because the company 
and the governing committee of the Union 
held it to be in violation of union rules. 

et ++ 
MISSOUR AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 
4#tna—James E. Welden, Creighton; Pri 
Lewis, Deerfield; F. S. Huey, Saree. —* 

Citizens—Luther T. Jackson, Brunswick. 

Connecticut—Primm & Lewis, Deerfield; Lewis 
H. Graessle, Cape Girardeau; W. S. Prettyman, 
East Lynne; Lawrence County Land Company, 
Aurora; Burruss & Garth, Columbia: John 
Johnson, Centralia; W. H. Thorpe, East Lynne. 


German, Freeport—B. F. Jeter, B ; Lewis 

°. oe: Granby. signet Tse sa 

artford—Geo. F. Massman, Bobring Station; 
Geo. O. Paul, Elmer. wa 

Home—wWhiteside & Yant, Elmer; Geo. Lolton, 
Bell Flower. 

L. L. & G.—Francis M. Parker, Gallatin: 
John W. Hanna, Tarkio. 

National Fire—William C. Hawkins. Buffalo: 
Adrian 0. Bray, Campbell: Williams & Ellis, Cape 
Girardeau: Wm. R. Satterfield, Kennett; Howard 
& Oneal. Republic. 

N. W. National—Guy Whiteman, Norborne; 
Charles A. Mitchell, Osceola. 

Orient—Arthur L. Bergfeld, St. Louis; Burruss 
& Lapsley, Columbia. 

Phenix—Lawrence County Land Company, 
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Aurora; A. O. Bray, Campbell: 
Son, Stockton. 

Qu ueen—E. E. Shoop, Green City 
— 


c. R. Church & 
Jefferson City ; 


Springs. 
se ++ 


LOOK TO MIDDLE ‘WEST FOR PROFIT. 

George D. Markham, former president of 
the National Association of Local Fire In- 
surance Agents, returned to his home in St. 
Louis last week from a. sojourn of several 
weeks in the East. In commenting on the fire 
insurance situation he said that the eastern 
managers are looking to the middle West to 
pull the companies out of the hole this year, if 
that can be done at all. The East has had a 
very bad year, with Baltimore, Rochester and 
other bad losses. The far West and Pacific 
coast have not had a good year, and the 
only chance of salvation lies in the Mississippi 
valley. 





HOW WORK WILL BE ACCOMPLISHED. 


Northwestern Fire Prevention Association Will 
Appoint Committees to Take Charge of 
Various Branches of Its Work. 


The Northwestern Fire Prevention Associa- 
tion, recently organized at Minneapolis, plans 
to begin active work immediately to encourage 
the construction of fireproof buildings and 
better fire protection throughout the State. 
The work will be done largely through com- 
mittees, which will make investigations along 
special lines. It is probable that a sub-coni- 
mittee will be appointed on waterworks to 
bring about the construction of plants in un- 
protected towns and assist the residents of 
cities and villages in the work. Another 
committee will take up electric wiring and 
still others will cover fire fighting apparatus, 
sprinkler systems, fire departments and_ the 
like. 





MINNESOTA AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 


Aachen & Munich—Charles J. Welch, 
Aitna—T. E. Rider, Shevlin; 
‘ H. Erickson, Clinton; E. P. 
5. Brandvold, 

W inger. 
American, N. J. 
W. A. Gleason, 
Franklin, Pa. 

luth. 


Jordan. 

A. Kaiser, Bagley ;: 
Wolster, Clitherall ; 
Dalton; G. <A. Brattland, 


Phenix & 
Sanborn. 
—Hartman-O' Donnell 


Hunt, St. Paul; 


Agency, Du 


German, Ill.—Foster W. Stevens, Sanborn. 
German American—John J. Reichert. Long 
Prairie ; James B. Hove, Carlos: William H. Will- 


son, Minnesota Lake. 
Hamburg-Bremen—Donald B. 
ginia; James A. Robb, Eveleth. 


McDonald, Vir- 


Biwabik. 
D.—Edward J. 





Mutual Cash Guaranty, 8. 
Worthington. 

N. W. National—Charles 
City: F. W. Stevens, Sanborn. 

Palatine—Cook & Clark, Stephen. 

Phenix—Matthew E. Trumer, International 
Falls; Lewis E. Campbell, Mahnomen ; George J. 


Bradley, Norwood. 
Providence-Washington—Joseph H. Catlin, 
Conrad H. Christopherson, Luverne. 


tonwood ; 
Queen—George K. Fargo, Thief River Falls. 


Jones, 


Berner, Winnebago 





Cot- 





Reyal—J. H. Kertson, St. Paul. 

Scottish National—John Rose. Winona; Willard 
IF. Comstock, Mankato. 

Security, Ct.—Charles S. Gale. Minneapolis. 

Springfield—Joseph Tagley, Mentor; William 
Espenson, Lonsdale; Mary L. Southworth, Wa- 
hasha; Julius. Pleth, Scotland: Newton Smith, 
Hancock : Thomas Madigan, Maple Lake; Luman C. 


Simons, Brooks. 
++ 


FIRE PREVENTION ASSOCIATION MEETS. 

The Missouri Fire Prevention Association 
went into session at Kansas City on Tuesday. 
The reports of President Fleming, Secretary 
Ely and the survey committee were read. Sev- 
cral new members were elected. 

et ++ 
COMPLAINT AS TO RATES. 

There is considerable complaint as to Kansas 
City, Kan., in that some companies are accused 
of cutting rates on preferred business. The 
general impression is that these rates are cut 
about 10 percent. Some of the agents are 
complaining, saying that they are losing bus- 
ness, 

+e ++ 
CONSOLIDATION AT WATERLOO. 

The agencies of J. P. Kieffer & Son and 
Gus A. Doerfler & Sons at Waterloo, Iowa, 
have been consolidated. The deal goes into 
effect October 1. The firm name will be 
Kieffer, Doerfler & Co., and the business 
will be conducted at the old Kieffer office in 





the Security bank building. The Kieffer 
agency is the oldest in the city and has long 
been the largest in volume of business. The 
consolidated agency has nineteen companies. 
G. A. Doerfler has had a great many years’ 
experience in the local and field work and 
is now Special agent of the Dubuque Fire & 
Marine. 





OWATONNA HAS LONG MADE TROUBLE 





Town Lost Money for the Companies for Ten 
Years Prior to 1903 Through Rate 
Cutting by Certain Agents. 


Special agents say that fire insurance com- 
vanies have lost many thousands of dollars 
in Owatonna, Minn., in the last ten years as 
a result of the rate-cutting which has been 
going on intermittently during that time. In 
1G¢02 the losses exceeded the premium receipts 
by nearly $11,000, the figures being $33,277.95 
and $22,858.66. The total losses for the ten 
years ending 1902 were $170,090.23, almost 
as much as the premiums, which were 
$179,420. 34. Owing to the fact that the losses 
in 1903 were unusually light, $9,311.23, and 
the premium receipts were $23,073, the com- 
panies gained some that year. 

“The troubie at Owatonna is deep-seated 
and of long standing,” said the state agent of 
a leading company. “It is due to a clique of 
unscrupulous agents who unfortunately have 
operated with the consent and approval of 
several rather reputable companies. The Min- 
nesota & Dakota State Board has declared 
rafes open, beiieving that it is best to pay the 
agents back in their own coin, The board 
companies can stand to lose as much money 
as the non-board companies. 





LOT WAS ERRONEOUSLY DESCR BED. 

The Firemens of Baltimore is the defend- 
ant in a suit for $1,000 brought in Minne 
sota by John Kendall and N. P. Peterson. The 
plaintiffs took out a policy December 21, 1903, 
on a building in Owatonna, and charge that 
after the building was destroyed the com- 
pany refused to pay the loss on the ground 
that the building was not located on the lot 
described in the policy. The plaintiffs allege 
that the description of the lot was merely 
a mistake and that both the insured and the 
company had an understanding as to what 
building was covered. 

++ ++ 
STATE OF ILLINOIS ENTERS IOWA. 

The Insurance Company of the State of 
Illinois has been admitted to Iowa, this mak- 
ing five States in which the company now does 
business. Arthur W. Worthington, assistant 
secretary of the company, has been appointed 
general agent for Iowa, at least for the present, 


and will shortly begin the appointment of 
agents in the State. 
++ +e 


M’'LERAN INSISTS ON RULE’S OBSERVANCE. 

Inspector MeLeran of Duluth, having con 
cluded that certain agents are canceling on 
grain a few days after the policies are written 
and then reporting them “not taken” and 
dating back cancellations, is insisting on strict 
adherence to his rule adopted some years ago, 
that no policy shall be canceled “not taken” 
except at short rate, dating twenty-four hours 
from the time it is presented at his office. 

ae 


GREAT LOSS PAYING ABILITY. 

Last week, Wednesday, a steer belonging to 
Mike Bergen of Springwater township, was 
killed by lightning and on Monday the loss 
was settled by E. L. Grout, secretary of the 
Beaver Creek Mutual Fire Insurance Company 


for the sum of $18—Luverne (Minn.) Jour- 
nal, 


++ at 
SLIPPERY PAVEMENTS CAUSE TROUBLE. 

A good example of the effect of slippery 
asphalt pavements was seen the other day 
in Minneapolis, when the fire department 
answered a call near the Union depot at the 
corner of Hennepin avenue and Washington 
street. The pavement had been freshly 
sprinkled which, together with the refuse oif 
from the trucks of trolley cars, made a very 
slippery spot, causing both horses. to fail. 





Close behind the engine came a hook and 
ladder company and the four horses drawing 
the apparatus fell in a heap in the middle of 
the street. It took fully ten minutes to ex- 
tricate the horses and get started. Some of 
the underwriters think that the street car com- 
pany should be compelled to sand the cross- 
ings, especially where oil from the cars makes 
the streets very slippery. 
+e ++ 

WANT OBJECTIONABLE CLAUSE ELIMINATED. 

At Kansas City, Kan., in the erecting shops 
of the Armour & Co. plant, there is 
insurance on stock, including cars, with an 
agreement in the policy that if there is any 
blanket or floating insurance on property de- 
scribed it shall not contribute until all specific 
insurance is exhausted. This objectionable 
feature was the source of much trouble some 
months ago, at Louisville, Ky., in policies 
covering tobacco, and companies secured its 
elimination, claiming that all insurance must 
contribute alike. The amendment will be tm 
susted upon at Kansas City. 

++ ++ 
MAY LOSE BY PROCRASTINATION. 

The insurance superintendent of Kansas 
states that there are a number of reports from 
Kansas cities and towns lacking which will 
lose them the right to participate in the annual 
distribution of the firemen’s rélief fund, Under 
the law a city cannot participate in this fund 
unless it has fire-fighting equipment to the 
value of $1,000 or more, and the reports to this 
effect must be with the insurance department 
on or before October 1. Only about half of the 


towns have reported. The fund is created 
by a tax on the insurance companies. 
++ at 
GIVE FIREMEN CLEAR RIGHT OF WAY. 

The St. Paul board of aldermen has ap 
proved an ordinance requiring all street cars 
to stop before reaching certain street inter- 
sections, which are frequently traveled by 
the fire department in response to alarms. 
It provides $100 fine or imprisonment for 
motormen found guilty of violating it. The 
ordinance is opposed by the street railway 
company, which maintains that it will seri 
ously interfere with traffic in the city. 

++ ++ 


SEEKS TO REFORM POLICY. 

Attorneys of the Grand View Building & 
Loan Association of Lincoln, Neb., have filed 
a brief requesting the court to reform a policy 
of the Northern Assurance for $2,500, so 
as to permit concurrent insurance to the 
amount of $1,500. In 1808 the Worthington 
Military Academy near Lincoln burned. The 
association had on it a policy in the Northern 
for $2,500 and another policy for $1,500. The 
Northern’s policy had no permit for concur- 
rent insurance, and the company refused to 
pay the loss. The case finally went to the 
United States Supreme Court, and the com- 
pany won, The association’claims that it was 
through the error of the company that it was 
not given the privilegé of having concurrent 
insurance, and asks the court to reform the 
old policy. 


GENERAL WESTERN NOTES. 


Henry Witkins of Rockwell, Ia., has sold a 
half interest in his agency to J. W. Hutchin- 
son of Lake City, Ia. 

William H. Wyman, general agent of the 
ZEtna Insurance Company’s northeastern 
branch at Omaha, completed his fifty years of 
service for the company on September 16. A 
solid silver loving cup was presented to him 
by the directors and officers of the AZtna, the 
presentation on behalf of the company being 
made by W. H. Harford, assistant general 
agent at Hartford. 





NOTIFY US. 


We have assorted stickers for policies 
in various colors reading * ‘Notify us of 
vacancy, repairs, transfers, assignments or 
change of occupancy,” costing 85 cents 
a thousand, postpaid. They are neat, in- 
expensive and give useful information. 

Tre WesteRN UNDERWRITER Co., 
Cincinnati. Chicago. 
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LIFE INSURANCE CIRCLES. 


CONVENTION OF. LIFE UNDERWRITERS: 








Program for the Meeting of the National As- 
sociation at Indianapolis the Middle 
of October. 





The program for the annual convention of 
the National Association of Life Underwriters, 
te be held at Indianapolis, on October 12, 13 
and 14, is now complete, with the exception of 
the list of banquet speakers, which will ap- 
pear on the official program. 

The headquarters will be at the Claypool 
Hotel, 
pean plan and $3 up on the American plan 
have been secured. ‘The sessions will be held 
in a hall in the hotel. It is expected that 
transportation arrangements will be completed 
by which those paying full fare going and get 
a certificate to that effect from the agent from 
whom the ticket is purchased, can get a return 
fare of one-third regular rate, by having the 
certificate indorsed at the convention. 

The program is as follows: 


Wednesday, October 12, 9:30 a. m. 


Opening prayer. 

Addresses of welcome by the mayor of In- 
dianapolis and President Price of the Indiana 
association. 

Roll call and reading of minutes. 

President’s address, by Hubert H. Ward of 
Cleveland. 

Paper. “Current Life Insurance Practice in 
the United States from the Standpoint of an 
Executive.” bv Tos. A. De Boer of Mont- 
pelier, Vt., president of the National Life of 
Vermont. 

Report and recommendations of the ex- 
ecutive committee, treasurer’s report and an- 
nouncement by the local committee. 


Afternoon, 2 o’clock. 


Paper, “Necessity For and Uses of the Ac- 
tuarial Department,” by Edward J. Sartelle of 
W * taco Mass., actuary of the State Mutual 
Life 

Discussion of the topics, 1, Opportunities 
and Possibilities of the National Association ; 
2, What Local Associations Have Accom- 
plished; 3, The Duty of the Agent to His 
Prospect; 4, The Duty of the Agent to His 
Insured; 5, The Best Methods of Effecting 
Agency Organization. 

On Wednesday evening there will be a re- 
ception. 

Thursday, October 

Paper, “Certain Risk 
Their Explanation,” by 
Davis of Hartford. Conn.. 
the Travelers. 

Continuation of discussion of topics. 

Paper, “The Successful Management’ of a 
General Agencv.”’ bv Charles W. Scovel of 
Pittsburg, general agent of the Provident 
Savings. 


13, 9:30 a. m. 
Impairments and 
Dr. G. Pierrepont 
medical director of 


2 o'clock. 
Address, “What of the Policyholder?” by 
Hon. M. L. Temple of Osceola, Ia 
Appointment of nominating committee. 
Address, “Some Outside Observations on 
. Ly a of Life Insurance Agents,” by 
os Cartwright of Chicago, managins editor 
of Tie WESTERN UNDERWRITER. 
The nominating committee will meet in the 


evening. 
Friday, October 14, 9:30 a. m. 


Announcement of successful prize essayists. 


Life Men Wanted 


Several District Managers, Special Agents 
and one Superintendent of Agents, by the 


Cermania Life of New York. 


A first-class contract and satisfactory arrange- 
ments with the right parties. Correspondence 
confidential. 


PAUL FEINKNOPF, State Mer. 


210 Johnston Bidg., Cincinnati, Ohio. 


Afternoon, 





where rates of $1.50 up on the Euro- ” 





Subject of essay, “The Bounds of Competi- 
tion.’ 

Presentation of the Calif 
and the Williams vase. 

Reading of prize essays. 

New business. 

Afternoon, 2 o'clock. 

Report of the nominating committee. 

Election and installation of officers. 

Unfinished business. 

Selection by ballot of the place and time of 
holding the next annual convention. 

Adjournment. 

In the evening the banquet wit take place, 
to which the ladies will be invited. I. Layton 
Register of Philadelphia, general agent of 
the Equitable and ex-president of the National 
association, will be toastmaster. 


loving cup 





ARE TO HAVE WEEKLY LUNCHEONS. 





Members of Cincinnati Life Underwriters As- 
sociation Will Meet Saturday Noons 
Around the Board. 





About a dozen general agents attended the 


luncheon given by the Cincinnati Life Under- 
writers Association at the Business Mens 
Club last Saturday, and it was decided to 
make the luncheons a weekly affair. It is 
believed that bringing the members together 
in this way will be productive of much good, 
as friendly contact among competitors al- 
ways promotes good practices. The lunch- 
eons will be informal, and it is hoped to make 
the weekly gatherings events of interest and 
pleasure to all the members. They will be 
given on Saturdays, from 12 to 1, which is 
considered the most convenient hour of the 
week. 





TAKES OVER THE WESTERN UNION. 


The Life Insurance Company of Pennsyl- 
vania has taken over the Western Union Life 
of Chicago. The policyholders of the Western 
Union have been notified that all its affairs 
will be wound up and the business be con- 
tinued by the Pennsylvania company. The 
Western Union recently took over quite a 
bunch of the business of the Old Wayne 
Mutual of Indiana. 

++ ++ 

SOUTHWESTERN EQUITABLE AGENTS MET. 

About one hundred agents of the Equitable 
of New York attended the recent meeting of 
southwestern agents at St. Louis on the occa- 
sion of Vice-President Tarbell’s visit there. 
At the dinner at the Planters Hotel the follow- 
ing were among the speakers: Mr. Tarbell, D. 
F. Cobb of Kansas City, manager for Kansas; 
John A. Brown, Kansas City manager; H. M. 
Ramey, Little Rock; Thomas Vardell, Dallas, 
Texas; J. S. Kendrick and J. W. Estes, the 
St. Louis managers, and Mrs. Gholson, of the 
St. Louis agency. 

t+ co 
WISCONSIN LIFE REPORT RUNS SHORT. 

The laws of Wisconsin permit the commis- 
sioner of insurance to have but 2,500 copies 
of his annual life report printed. Commis- 
sioner Host finds this number inadequate for 
him to supply the demand for this year’s re- 
port. It is an especially valuable book, con- 
taining the history of the Equitable and Pru- 
dential cases, copies of the charters of all life 
insurance companies transacting business in 
Wisconsin, his address on “State Supervision” 
before the school of commerce and insurance 
at the University of Wisconsin, as well as 
other interesting matter. 

++ ++ 
HARTFORD LIFE IS SUED. 

Suit has been brought in the circuit court 
of Kansas City against the Hartford Life by 
S. S. Gundlach, administrator of the estate 
of Charles L. Hackett, deceased. The suit is 
for $1,000 on an assessment policy issued 
Hackett by the company in 1891. The point 
at issue is that the plaintiff alleges that he 
paid all the premiums due the company until 
the company was notified to send the call to 
his daughter in Denver, Colo., and the plaintiff 
asserts that the company neglected to send 
the call as instructed, but sent it direct to 
Hackett, who thought the call a receipt for 
the money. Hackett. died in 1902. Plaintiff 





further alleges that company for a long time 
accepted premiums on the policy twenty days 
after the same were due and issued its re- 
ceipt for the amount. A further claim is set 
forth that the reserve, which should have 
accumulated under the policy, would have car- 
ried it beyond the date of Hackett’s death. 





HE WOULD NOT PERIIT GUARANTEES. 


State Auditor Sherrick Holds That Under Pres 
ent Laws, Fraternals Should Not Offer 
Paid-up or Cash Values. 








In his address before the insurance com- 
missioners on the topic, “Shall Fraternal As- 
sociations Be Permitted to Issue Certificates 
Promising Any Paid-up or Extended Insurance 
or Cash Values, Whether Computed in Ad- 
vance or to Be Computed at Time of Ter- 
mination of Membership,” State Auditor Sher- 
rick of Indiana answered the question in the 
negative, with certain qualifications. 

Mr. Sherrick took the ground that no rate 
is adequate unless it is such as will remain 
level throughout life, that is, based upon some 
safe mortality table with a safe interest assump- 
tion. This would render absolutely necessary 
the creation of a reserve, and the question 
naturally arises whether the equity of the re- 
tiring member in this reserve should not be 
given him in cash, extended or paid-up in- 
surance, just as in regular companies. 

“The difficulty,” says he, “lies in the fact 
that, under the laws of most of our States 
fraternal societies are not insurance companies, 
and a great many of the safeguards thrown 
about our regular companies do not apply 
at all to the fraternals. Furthermore, the 
fundamental principle of fraternalism is to 
help the unfortunate member and his family. 
It is not to provide a means for an invest- 
ment, to be applied for the benefit of one who 
ceases to be a member. 

“Viewing the matter from the standpoint 
of this fundamental principle, I am inclined 
to think that it would be much better to hold 
fast to this one feature. Reserve all benefits 
accruing from membership for members an: 
their dependent ones; and if there is a cer- 
tain amount of profit arising from the termi- 
nation of the membership of some, let it in- 
ure to the benefit of them who fulfill to the 
end the duty undertaken by all who join such 
an organization—that of continuing to the 
very end of life to bear a part of the burdens 
falling upon the families of less fortunate 
brothers, 

“If the amount of the surrender value is 
computed in advance, it forms a distinct lia- 
bility which should be provided for, and which 
should be taken into consideration in deter- 
mining an order’s solvency. But none of the 
fraternal laws, so far as I have knowledge, 
provide for the computation of this liability, 
or, in fact, contemplate any liability on this 
account at all. : 

“If the amount of the surrender value is 
to be computed at the time of termination of 
membership, it differs but little from the fore- 
going, for unless paid in cash (when it, of 
course, immediately and permanently reduces 
the assets of the society) it still carries with 
it for the future an absolute liability which 
cannot but affect the order’s solvency, and for 
the amount of which there is no legal meas- 
ure. And I am a firm enough believer in the 
necessity of governmental supervision, with 
all that that implies, to hold that safety de- 
mands that for any such liability assumed by 
the. orders there be a certain definite~ lega! 
measure which, if not used as an arbitrary 
standard of solvency, shall at least be used in 
giving that publicity and intimate knowledge 
of the affairs of the society which its mem- 
bers and the public in general should have. 

“IT am, therefore, of the opinion that, at 
least until such time as the laws regulating fra- 
ternals fix some satisfactory standard of valua 
tion of certificates, no surrender values of any 
sort should be permitted. 

“That this is no imaginary or purely theoreti” 
cal question, is shown by the fact that during 
the past year it has come before the Indiana 
department on at least five different occa- 
sion. One fraternal advertises the surren- 
der values for an amount which the full re- 
serve will purchase, and, in addition thereto, 
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after twenty years from date of issue, the cer- 
tificate’s share of the surplus; and estimates 
that, though its rates are computed .as con- 
tinuous payment whole life rates upon the 
basis of the Fraternal Congress table of mor- 
tality and 4 percent interest, yet the surplus 
will be such as to render the certificates paid 
up in full after twenty years. Another fraternal 
has recently taken an action which will per- 
mit a certain class of its members to demand 
paid-up insurance, the present value of which, 
computed upon the basis above referred to, is 
one thousand times its admitted assets as 
shown by the last annual statement. All this 
seems to me to be entirely wrong.” 





GERIIANIA AND ITS GERMAN CAREER. 





President Doremus Shows the Record of the 
Company in the Fatherland and Points 
Out a Press Error. 


President Doremus of the Germania Life 
says as ‘to its German business: 

“It has been recently stated in dispatches 
of the ‘Associated Press’ that the New York 
Life Insurance Company is the only American 
company authorized to do business in Ger- 
many, and in consequence a number of in- 
quiries on the subject have been addressed to 
us. We reply that this statement is entirely 
inaccurate. ‘The first American company to 
apply for a concession to do business in Ger- 
many was the Germania Life Insurance Com- 
pany. 

“We entered in 1868, and we are the only 
American company which since that year has 
been able to comply, and has uninterruptedly 
complied, with all the rigorous requirements 
of the German government. We have to-day 
in force insurance for about M.140.900.000 in 
the German empire. 

“The course. of three other American com- 
panies which at various times have done busi- 
ness in Germany is as follows: The Equitable 
Life entered in 1877 and withdrew in 1893. 
The New York Life was originally admitted 
in 1882, but its authority to do business was 
revoked in 1895; subsequently, the company 
applied for readmission, was readmitted in 
1902, and is to-day the only one beside the 
Germania which is authorized to do business 
there. The Mutual Life entered in 1883, and 
its authority to do business was revoked in 
1895. It will appear, therefore, that the Ger- 
mania has done business in Germany for an 
unbroken period of thirty-six years, while the 
New York Life did business in Germany for 
a period of thriteen years, was expelled and 
denied authority to do business for a period 
of seven years, after which that company has 
again done business there for two years. 

“Because of the conservative management 
and financial strength of the Germania and 
because of its willingness to submit tothe most 
rigid scrutiny all the details of its business 
necessary to enable the authorities to pass 
upon its standing, there has not been the 
slightest interference on the part of the Ger- 
man government, and the company has been 
treated by the authorities as a welcome guest.” 





SEVERAL SUITS AT ST. JOSEPH. 

Half a dozen cases are to come wp at St. 
Joseph, Mo., over life insurance amounting 
to $47,500 carried by the late Eben B. Roloson. 
\ll the insurance was taken within two years 
f his death, and the companies refused pay- 
ment on the ground that he made misrepre- 
entations in order to get the insurance and 
that he was insolvent when he took it. One 

f the first cases is for $5,000 against the Royal 
U nion Mutual. 

++ 


MICHIGAN FRATERNAL CONGRESS MEETS. 
The Michigan Fraternal Congress met at 
Detroit on September 13. Commissioner Barry 
delivered a brief address, and several others 
spoke. D. P. Markey of Port Huron pointed 
out that half the expense of the fraternals last 
year went to pay deputies and organizers, 
n much of which could be ‘saved if the same 
pirit was shown among the lodges as in the 
earlier days of fraternalism. 

\ spirited discussion was held on the fra- 
ternal law passed in Ohio last spring, some 
inembers considering it a good measure, while 


, Emma E, Bower, Ann Arbor; 





others thought there had been too much legis- 
lation on fraternals already. One speaker 
suggested that benefits should not extend be- 
yond the wife and children of the member. 

Officers were elected as follows: President, 
Mark W. Stevens, Flint; vice-president, J. W. 
MclIlwain, Port Huron; secretary-treasurer, 
delegate to the 
National Franternal Congress, C. Gower, 
Lansing. 

The congress will meet next year in Lansing, 
while the legislature is in session* 

+e ++ 
NEW MEDICAL EXAMINER AT CHICAGO. 

The Equitable Life of New York has trans- 
ferred Dr. A. L. Sherrill from the Pittsburg 
office to the Chicago office, where he succeeds 
as chief medical examiner Dr. E. L. Hayford, 
resigned. He was formerly at the home 
office and will be given considerable latitude, 
enabling him to facilitate the passing of busi- 
ness, 

+e et 
SUICIDE PREVALENT AT TWIN CITIES. 

Some discussion of the suicide clause has 
been caused among life underwriters in St. 
Paul and Minneapolis by a large number of 
suicides in the Twin Cities and several in out- 
side towns in the State during the last six 
weeks. There were ten suicides in Minne- 
apolis alone from August 15 to September to. 





PRUDENTIAL WINS THE FIRST HEAT. 


Court Overrules Commissioner Host’s Plea of 
Want of Jurisdiction—Defense Must 
Now File Answer. 


In the case of the Prudential Insurance 
Company against Insurance Commissioner 
Host of Wisconsin, in which the company 


seeks to compel the commissioner to renew 
its license to do business in Wisconsin, and 
in which the company charges him with ex- 
tortion of about $20,000 in the charges for 
examining it, Judge Seaman, in the United 
States District Court at Milwaukee on Tues- 
day overruled the commissioner’s plea that 
the case be dismissed for want of jurisdiction 
on the part of the court. This means that the 
commissioner will have to file an answer. 

It is not now probable that the case will 
be heard on its merits during the present ad- 
ministration of Commissioner Host, as the 
preliminary pleadings will take some time and 
the case will then have to take its regular 
place on the docket of the court, unless it 
should be advanced. 





LIFE APPOINTMENTS. 


OHIO. 
Aitua—Frank Eichelberger and F. C. Wilson, 
Urbana; Wm, Ayres, Coshocton; H. E. Fontain, 
Sandusky: Roy V. Hildebrand and Chas. G. 


Schafer, Columbus; Martin Rees, Cincinnati. 
American Central—C. M. Purdy, Canton. 
serkshire—Edward Foster, North Amherst. 


Conn. Mutual—Jacob Mitchel, Cincinnati. 
Conn. General—F. R. Morris, Toledo. 
Equitable, N. Y.—Edwin L. Porter, Steuben- 


ville. 

Interstate, Ind.—Louis H. 
land: Albert R. Guthridge, 
H. Hubbard, Eaton. 

Mutual Benefit—Geo. M. 
E. Gore, Milan. 

Mutual, N. Y.—’V. 8. 
Henry Fassett. 
dusky; C. A. Bemis. Elyria. 

Mass. Mutual—Milton K. Smith, 

National, Vt.—C. C. Roberts, 
Creager, Farmersville. 

New York—J. J. Snyder, 
Stutson, Dayton: J. H. Rvder, Dayton. 

Travelers—Chas. F. E, Neiman, Cincinnati. 

ee INSIN. 
W. Beck, Eau Claire. 


Livingston, 
Columbus ; 


Cleve- 
William 
Shera, Oxford; Chas. 


Magruder, Mechanicsburg: 
Cleveland: Albert G. Bier, San 


Findlay. 
Dayton; O. L. 


Svringfield: Willis 





4 ‘idelity Mutual 





W. Mutual “4 A. Drown, Edgar; Albert W. 
Kasten Wausau: Geo. Jennings. M. J. Neth, Mil- 
waukee ; Henry Kingston, Mountain. 

Pacific Mutual—Henry Fiddler. Sturgeon Bay. 
MINNESOTA. 

Ilartford—S. K. Jacheen, Minneapolis. 

Mutual, N. Y.—c. Brownell. Crookston. 


Mutual P Are G. Neff. Minneapolis. 
N. W. Mutual—Joseph Moser, Cannon Falls; A. 
M. Hovland. Minneapolis. 


Phenix Mutual—Frank FE. Hartwick, Minne- 

apolis. 
MICHIGAN. 

Bankers, Ia.—J. . |e. Marquette. 

Canada—J. L. ash, . Proctor, E. B. 
Snafford and J. T. Frillison, Lapeer; F. R. Wells, 
Milford. 

Equitable, Ia.—Wilber N. Burns, Niles. 

Mass. Mutual—Harry W. Hooper, Alma. 

New York—M. J. Stern, Detroit; S. L. Hough- 


ton, Detroit, 





Provident Savings—S. Kenton Shane, Detroit; 
J. 8. Doherty & Bro., Escanaba. 


Security Mutual—Leonard E. Thompson, Jack- 
son. 
Sun—Jas. D. McCosh, Detroit; Dr. W. J. Foster, 


Port Huron. 
MISSOURI. 
-Etna—J. M. Spangler, St. Louis. 
American Central—James A. Howze and Peter 
S. Hairston, St. Louis. 
Home—Rosa Ross, St. Louis. 
Illinois—Ellen M. Henderson, 
Kansas City—A. L. 
bee, Kansas City. 


Kansas City. 


Davis and James T. Bar 


Minn. Mutual—O. B. McCulloh, Garden City. 

Mo. State—A. W. Baker, St. Louis;-I, H. Miller, 
Marshall, 

Mutual. N. Y.—Orville McCrellis, Malden. 

New York—aAdrian Steel, De Soto. 

Provident Savings—Frank Thomas, Joplin. 

Security Mutual—Frank C. Robinson, Appleton 
City, 

Union Mutual—Charles L. Gorrell, Gregorys 
Landing. 


INDIANA. 

Bankers, la.—J. I. Farley, 

Heichert, Marion. 

Hartford—Dr. 

Weidner, Delphi. 

Mutual Reserve—Thomas FE 
apolis, 


Indianapolis; H. ©. 


John T. Smith, Brookston: J. W. 


Philbin, Indian 


++ ++ 
CHANGES IN ENDOWMENT RANK. 

The Endowment Rank Knights of Pythias 
has adopted a rule extending the time of pay- 
ing assessments ten days and for providing 
for reinstatement without medical examina- 
tion within forty days after lapse. The gen- 
eral committees appointed to investigate and 
report on the endowment rank will consider 
adopting different forms of insurance as step- 
rate and term, and will also consider extend 
ing the list of securities in which funds may 
be invested. 

+4 +e 
EQUITABLE PAYS WATSON CLAIM. 

A report from New London, Mo., says that 
the Equitable Life has settled the claim under 
the policy of Mrs. Jones Watson. Her policy 
in the Equitable amounted to $5,000. Dr. 
Jones Watson is now in jail awaiting trial on 
the charge of the murder of his wife. It is 
understood the other companies have as yet 
refused payment. 

++ ++ 
HERE’S A CHANCE FOR SOMEBODY. 

The Security Life & Annuity Company of 
America of. Philadelphia has decided to offer 
a prize of $100 for a drawn design, best em- 
blematic of the name and purposes of the 
company. Quality of drawing will not be 
taken into consideration, all that is wanted is 
the idea, and the decision will be made ac- 
cordingly. The offer is open to everybody. 
Applications will be received until December 
20, and the result will be announced as soon 
as possible thereafter. 

t + 
$200,000 CLUB IN SESSION. 

The $200,000 Club of the New York Life is 
in session at West Baden Springs, Ind., this 
week, the meeting running from Tuesday 
morning to Thursday evening. when the club 
leaves for the World’s Fair. There are about 
300 members present, including ten ftom Eu- 
rope, as well as several of the officers of the 
company. 





LIFE NOTES. 


The Mutual Life of Illinois has entered Mis- 
souri. 

The Missouri department has licensed the 
Columbian National Life. 

The Rathbone Sisters, a fraternal organiza- 
tion, has abolished its insurance feature. Only 
about 250 women were insured. 

W. A. McDougall succeeds A. W. Seed as 
district superintendent for the Mutual Life of 
New York at Port Huron, Mich. 

Hon. John M. Pattison, president of the 


Union Central Life, has been elected president 
of the Milford (Ohio) National Bank. 

Wm. Boswell of Cincinnati, agency director 
of the Security Mutual Life, has returned 
from Europe where he took his vacation this 
year, 

George F. Whitlock, general agent of the 
Prudential at Cincinnati, gave a luncheon 
Monday at the Business Mens Club for the 
agents in his territory. 

Fred H. Cutting, former president of the 
Oto Savings Bank of Oto, Ia., but for some 
time an agent of the New York Life in Chi- 
cago, has been arrested and taken to Cto on 
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fourteen charges of embezzlement, 
and false banking, involving, it is alleged, 
$125,000. ‘The bank closed two years ago. 

Andrew Fife, representing the New Eng- 
land Mutual Life at Grand Rapids, Mich., has 
received the Republican nomination for state 
senator in the Seventeenth district, 

The office of the-Security Trust & Life, 
opened by Seaman & Van Asmus in the Stock 
Exchange building at Chicago, has been closed. 
Both men have gone into other business. 

D. R. Midyette, manager of the southern 
agency of the Fidelity Mutual Life at Rich- 
mond, Va., has incorporated his agency with 
$100,000 capital as the D. R. Midyette Com- 
pany. 

Superintendent of Agencies C. P. Williams, 
of the American Central Life has been in 
St. Louis making arrangements for the enter- 
tainment of a number of the company’s agents 
there in October. 

Isadore Kauffman, formerly a_ clothing 
merchant of Findlay, Ohio, has been appointed 
district manager of the Germania Life, with 
headquarters at ‘Toledo, under State Manager 
Feinknopf of Cincinnati. 

The Travelers has opened handsome new 
quarters in St. Louis. The company occupies 
all the east wing of the fourth floor of the 
Missouri Trust building and is said to have 
the handsomest offices in the city. 

Fred D. Rugg has resigned as vice-president 
and organizer of the Loyal Americans of 
Springfield, Ill., and become inspector of 
agencies of the Equitable Life of New. York, 
with headquarters at Champaign, III. 

About one hundred and fifty agents of the 
Equitable Life itt Kentucky met at the Galt 
House in Louisville last Friday and had a 
conference with Second Vice-President Tar- 
bell, followed by a banquet in the evening. 


forgery 


Moore Sanborn, third vice-president of the 
Security Trust & Life. is in a nrivate sani- 
tarium, suffering from an attack of appendi- 
citis. He expects to be able to attend the con- 
vention of the National association, however. 


It is said that Illinois and Kansas will 
shortly join the Missouri Department in mak- 
ing an examination of the Missouri State 
Life Insurance Company. The company is 
desirous of having the examination made. 

Ten out of fifty Michigan lodges of the 
Loyal Americans and Royal Circle, which were 
consolidated at Springfield, Ill., last year, are 
dissatisfied and are considering reorganizing 
or joining the Modern Circle of Grand Rapids. 

M. W. Marshall, formerly in charge of the 
upper peninsula for the National Life of Ver- 
mont, with headquarters at Marquette, has 
been transferred to the Grand Rapids district. 
His successor at Marquette is Joseph S. 
Courtney. 

On Monday a luncheon was served at the 
Auditorium Annex in Chicago to Vice-Presi- 
dent Buckner of the New York Life, and ten 
foreign $200,000 Club men, who were on 
theit way to West Baden, and the agency 
directors of Chicago. 

J. S. Bentz, manager of the Connecticut Mu- 
tual Life at Columbus, Ohio, died last week. 
Mr. Bentz had represented the company in 
that city for many years and had a fine 
personal business. He did not employ many 
agents, but did the greater part of me soliciting 
himself. 

The death of Dr. Henry Tuck, late vice- 
president of the New York Life, will probably 
cause no change in the executive staff. The 
executive committee has recommended that 
hereaftr there be three vice-presidents instead 
of four, as heretofore. Dr. Tuck's successor 
as a trustee will undoubtedly be Henry Waters, 
of Baltimore, a prominent railroad man. and 
financier. 





Our Quick Selling Policies 
Make Money for Agents 
Wm. Boswell, Agency Director, 


Security Mutual Life, Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 

















Rebating: Possibilities of Its Elimination or 
Mitigation by Statutory Amendment 
and Efforts on the Part of Insur- 
ance Departments. 








Summary of a Paper by Commissioner James V. Barry of Michigan Before the 
National Convention of Insurance Commissioners. 





“Rebating has long been recognized as one 
of the most pernicious evils connected with 
the business of insurance. Insurance ¢om- 
panies and insurance departments have in- 
veighed against it, laws prohibiting the prac- 
tice have been enacted in a number of States, 
offenders have been prosecuted and punished 
and in at least one instance the highest tribunal 
of a State has declared that the consideration 
given for a rebated premium failed. 

“Notwithstanding all this, the evil is still 
prevalent and its elimination from the busi- 
ness of insurance does not appear to be among 
the accomplishments of the near future. Not 
until there is more of backbone and less of 
avarice in the business will rebating be done 
away with to a large degree.” 


From replies to letters addressed to all in- 
surance departments the following information 
was gained : 

Early in the year the insurance commissioner 
of Kentucky advised each licensed agent in 
that State that it was his purpose to enforce 
the law against rebating, and submitted a series 
of questions designed to thoroughly disclose 
the agent’s past and prospective course in con- 
nection with this matter. The anti-rebate law 
having been sustained by the Supreme Court, 
the commissioner requested the commonwealth 
and county attorneys to instruct the grand 
juries to make inquiry concerning its violation 
and co-operate with the department in the 
work of enforcement. The questions referred 
to provoked widespread discussion and not a 
little consternation among the agents of the 
State, as they were a demand for a confession 


from those who might have gone wrong in |! 


the past. While this discussion was at its 
height the commissioner arranged for a con- 
ference with most of the general agents in 
Kentucky, the result being the formulation of 
a plan of co-operation which promises to 
minimize the evil in that State. Rebating in 
Kentucky has ceased to a great extent. Occa- 
sional cases are taken up promptly with the 
company, as well as with the prosecuting at- 
torney. The combination is an effective one. 

As the grand juries and courts are charged 
with enforcing the anti-rebate law of Ten- 
nessee, the insurance commissioner called the 
attention of the proper judges and prosecutors 
to the importance of enforcing the law. A 
number of general agents have united in an 
effort to eliminate the rebating evil. The com- 
missioner, in his annual report, says: “What 
breeds rebating is the paying of excessive com- 
missions. Some companies, in their anxiety to 
increase their business, pay such large com- 
missions that their first year’s business is a 
loss. Upon the permanent policyholder the 
weight of this charge must fall.” 


The Mississippi commissioner has _ investi- 
gated few cases. His idea is that the best, if 
not the only, remedy for rebating lies with the 
companies, and that little or nothing can be 
done without the earnest co-operation of the 
officers and general agents. 

When the Illinois department obtains evi- 
dence that anyone is guilty of a violation of 


‘the anti-rebate law of that State it places the 


case in the hands of the proper state’s attorney 
for prosecution. There has been but one in- 
stance recently where evidence of rebating has 
been furnished the department. In this case 
prosecution followed, a plea of guilty was en- 
tered, and a fine imposed. 

West Virginia commissioners have found it 
very difficult to work up a case against al- 
leged violators of the anti-rebate law. There 


is now a case pending against an eastern com- 
pany, and an early decision of the Supreme 
Court is expected. 

The commissioner of North Carolina, while 
looking after all violations of the law very 








closely, cannot see that he has accomplished 
very much. 

Pennsylvania has taken no action whatever 
to break up the practice, as the statute makes 
the person receiving the rebate equally guilty 
with the agent or. company giving it, and -for 
this reason it has been found impossible to se- 
cure evidence upon which to base an action. 

In Massachusetts there has been no legisla- 
tive or departmental action in recent years, 

The New Jersey commissioner is not aware 
that any action has ever been taken by the de- 
partment relative to rebating, nor that any suit 
has ever been instituted under the anti-rebate 
statute. 

Under the anti-rebate law of Connecticut, 
passed in 1889, only one or two convictions 
have ever been obtained, as it has been impos- 
sible to obtain evidence that would convict. 
The commissioner states that in the present 
state of public opinion the law is practically 
a dead one. 


The Minnesota department has not yet been 
able to get a case before the courts. ~ In one 
instance, where the assured admitted before 
the grand jury that a rebate had been ailowed 
and paid, but expressed: himself as opposed to 
prosecution, no indictment was returned. The 
commissioner thinks that the evil will continue 
until the home offices take an emphatic stand 
with their agents against the practice. The 
recent decision of the Supreme Court of Illi- 
nois to the effect that the company is liable 
for the penalty, even though ignorant of the 
wrongful act of its agent, is looked upon as a 
long stride in the direction of eliminating the 
evil. “If this opinion is good law in the sev- 
eral States having upon their statute books an 
anti-rebate provision,” says the commissioner, 
“it would seem that the companies would pro- 
tect themselves by requiring their agents to 
furnish a bond sufficient to cover any penalties 
of this character, and if such bond was re- 
quired, I am inclined to believe that there 
would be very little rebating. * * * Fur- 
thermore, if the policyholder could be given to 
distinctly understand that under the law the 
policy of insurance would be invalid if a rebate 
was allowed, it would go a long way towards 
overcoming the difficulties of eliminating this 
disreputable practice.” 


While the Ohio statute provides a penalty of 
fine or imprisonment for the agent who allows 
a rebate, it does not-make the company liable 
for the acts of the agent. It has been the 
practice of the department to investigate the 
alleged violation and to revoke the license of 
offenders, this being permissible under the 
statute. The licenses of quite a number of 
agents have been revoked for rebating. 

Maryland has an anti-rebate law, and the 
commissioner has called the special attention 
of the public to the practice. 

The courts of New York have held the anti- 
rebate law constitutional, but have never de- 
cided whether a policy written in violation of 
this law is void. The commissioner has re- 
cently called upon the attorney-general for an 
opinion on the latter point. In 1900 the attor- 
ney-general held the advisory board plan not 
to be an unlawful discrimination. Since the 
enactment of the anti-rebate law of 1899 no 
case furnishing sufficient evidence to warrant 
the revocation of an agent’s license has been 
placed before the insurance department. 

The attorney-general of Colorado has ruled 
that board contracts, so-called, are not a vio- 
lation of the anti-rebate law. Holders of such 
contracts should, however, be regularly licensed 
as agents of the companies issuing them. 

Late in 1903 the Michigan commissioner 
called the attention of the public to the lan- 
guage of the Supreme Court of Michigan in 
the case of Heffron vs. Daly, in which the 
court ruled as follows: “The contract of in- 
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surance was prohibited by law and the act of 
making it was a penal act. The contract was, 
therefore, illegal, and being so the considera- 
tion for the note failed.” ‘This note was given 
for a portion of a rebated premium, and the 
Supreme Court refused to enforce its payment, 
because of the violation of the anti-rebate law 
of the State. The same court has held that 
so-called board or special contracts are pro- 
hibited by the anti-discrimination law of Mich- 
igan. 

e The commissioners of Maine, South Carolina 
and Nevada report that no action has been 
taken during their administrations to stop the 
practice. 

The following States and Territories have 
no anti-rebate laws: California, Missouri, Dis- 
trict of Columbia, Arkansas, Washington, 
Nebraska, Kansas, Arizona, North Dakota, 
Oregon, Utah, South Dakota, Oklahoma, In- 
diana and Virginia. The commissioners of 
some of them are attempting to get such laws 
passed. ; 

Idaho, Louisiana, Vermont and Alabaina re- 
port that rebating is not prevalent. These 
States have anti-rebate laws. The Rhode 
Island law was practically invalidated by a 
Supreme Court decision and the Montana law 
is a dead letter. The anti-rebate law of Texas 
applies to all classes of companies except life. 
The law of Iowa provides no penalty. The 
attorney-general of New Hampshire has never 
considered evidence submitted by the commis- 
stoner important enough to lay before a grand 
jury. 

“An analysis of the above report from the 
various States warrants the conclusion that, 
under existing conditions, it is practically im- 
possible to secure evidence that will insure 
conviction in case prosecutions are instituted. 
Rival agents and some companies are quick 
to charge rebating on the part of competitors, 
but develop stage fright of a most distressing 
nature when it comes to proving their allega- 
tions. They are not altogether to blame for 
this, inasmuch as the assured, who profit by 
the violation and upon whom they must de- 
pend for the needed evidence, naturally de- 
cline to discuss the subject to the extent of 
furnishing names, dates, amounts, etc. In 
many States public sentiment is such as to 
render conviction doubtful, even though con- 
clusive evidence of guilt is furnished. 

“The most effective manner of dealing with 
the evil seems to be that suggested by those 
commissioners who have adopted the practice 
of disciplining the offending companies and 
revoking the licenses of guilty agents. Enough 
evidence can generally be secured to convince 
the commissioner of the guilt or innocence 
of the accused company or agent, even though 
such evidence could not be produced in court. 

“My own judgment is that more in the 
way of eradicating the evil can be accom- 
plished by a fearless and emphatic disciplining 
of companies and agents than in any other 
manner. There is no doubt that the practice 
could be practically eliminated from the busi- 
ness by co-operation on the part of the com- 
panies. When all of the companies take a 
decided stand against it the evil will prac- 
tically disappear. That it will never be en- 
tirely done away with, until, perchance, the 
Lord of Hosts takes matters in hand and 
causes us all to be ‘born again,’ I am prone 
to believe. The best that can be done by 
human agency is to minimize it.” 








BLOTTERS. 


We are furnishing the insurance trade 
with both small and desk blotters of a 
superior grade. They furnish a splendid 
medium for advertising. Send for prices. 

THe WESTERN UNDERWRITER Co. 











LIFE INSURANCE REGISTER 


We are now putting ovt the most mod- 
ern and satisfactory life insurance regis- 
ter on the market. It will pay agents to 
investigate it. One hundred pages; $4.50. 
Send for sample pages. 

Tue Western UNverwriTer Co., 

Cincinnati. Chicago. 

















AMONG THE CASUALTY MEN. 


MEETING OF DETROIT CONFERENCE. 








Admirable Program Is to Be Presented, Cover- 
ing Various Phases of the Operations 
of the Companies. 





The Detroit conference will meet in De- 
troit October 6-8. This is the organization 
of accident companies writing small policy dis- 
ability insurance. ‘The officers are H. G. B. 
Alexander, Continental Casualty, president; 
L. O. Chattield, Phoenix Accident & Sick 
Benefit of Detroit, vice-president ; F. H. Good- 
man, Home Accident & Health of South Bend, 
Ind., secretary. 

The following papers will be presented at 
the meeting: 

“Agency Organization,” H. A. Luther, 
agency manager, North American Accident. 

“Compensation of Agents,” G. F. C. Eyre, 
president and general manager, American 
Health & Accident Insurance Company, De- 
troit. ‘ 

“Uniform Policies,’ V. D. Cliff, secretary, 
United States Health & Accident. 

“Special Policies,’ D. E. Thomas, president, 
National Protective, Detroit. 

“The Application,” W. H. Howland, secre- 
tary, Fidelity Accident & Protective, Saginaw. 

“Benefits and Conditions of Policies,” A. A. 
Smith, secretary, Continental Casualty. 

“Uniform Classifications,” discussion opened 
by paper by F. R. Pitcher, second vice-presi- 
dent, United States Health & Accident. 

“Bureau of Information,” M. S. Boyer, M. 
D., medical director, General Accident. 

“Handling Fatal Losses,” A. E. Forrest, sec- ° 
retary, North American Accident. 

“Problems of Adjusters,’ L. E. Brown, 
superintendent, claim department, Continental 
Casualty. 

“Premium Notices,” L. O. Chatfield, secre- 
tary, Phoenix Accident & Sick Benefit, De- 
troit. 

“Does Oécupation Affect the Hazard in 
Sickness as in Accident Insurance?” F. M. 
Van Horn, manager, Grand Rapids Accident & 
Health Insurance Company. 

“Length of Time Indemnity Should Be 
Paid for Sickness,” E. E, Henderson, manager 
Michigan Health & Accident Association, 
Owosso. 

“Literature,” A. C. McGraw, manager 
United States Accident Association, Detroit. 

“Advertising,” rackett, secretary, 
Columbian Relief Fund, Indianapolis. 

“Monthly Publication,” F. S. Dewey, secre- 
tary, National Protective Society. 

Discussion of subjects introduced. 





ACCIDENT FRATERNAL EXAMINED. 

The first examination of the Woodmens 
Modern Protective Association of St. Louis 
has been made by the Missouri department. 
It shows total income for 1004, $18,345; dis- 
bursements, $16,061, of which the amount paid 
in claims was $1,638; gross assets, $10,977; 
admitted assets, $2,838; unpaid claims, $555. 
There are now in active operation 160 camps, 
which have 6,407 policies in force aggregating 
$1,919,100 insurance. 

~~ ad 

ACCIDENT LOSSES HEAVY IN MINNESOTA 

Accident underwriters say that the losses in 
Minnesota in the last few months have been 
larger than usval. The number of casualties in 
August and the first half of September was 
unusually large. Three persons were killed 
and many seriously injured by the breaking 
down of a burning bridge over the Mississippi 
river at Stillwater, and in Minneapolis there 
were eight or ten accidental deaths during 
August. 

- ~ 
COLLECTING LIABILITY STATISTICS. 

The AEtna Life is collecting statistics rela- 
tive to the premiums and losses of employers’ 
liability business since its beginning in the 
United States in 1896. Forms are sent to the 
various insurance departments to be filled out 
with the information taken from the state- 
ments as filed in each State. Defunct com- 
panies as well as those now doing business are 





reported. When the information is complete 
the company will have complete statistics of 
employers’ liability business from all com- 
panies in the United States which have ever 
done this class of business. 

Saal ~- 


CATHOLIC FORESTERS' BOND. 


The cancellation of the bond on the Catholic 
Order of Foresters by the Title Guaranty & 
Trust Company by its Chicago office brought 
out considerable competition from other com- 
panies for the business. The Surety Under- 
writers Association of Chicago made a rate 
of $1 on this business, but later became afraid 
of outside competition and reduced the rate 
to 50 cents. It was written by the Title 
Guaranty for 19% cents. The companies ob- 
ject to the form of the bond, it making them 
liable for moneys lost by bank failures or 
burglaries, or on account of treasurers losing 
the money in any other way. 





OBJECT TO SUITS IN COMPETITION. 


Surety Managers Claim That Such Information 
Is Not Ethical in Securing Business, 
and Is Unfair. 





Surety companies object to the competition 
which they are forced to meet in some of the 
cities, where some managers get records of 
Suits that have been filed against the compa- 
nies and use them to their detriment in en- 
deavoring to twist business or get new busi- 
ness. The argument is made that every 
company has to be subjected to a certain 
amount of suits, on account of difference of 
opinion, and hence it is not fair for a com 
pany to use this sort of competition against 
others. There is no honorably conducted 
company that does not desire to avoid litiga- 
tion wherever possible; and, if suits were 
used in attacking companies, all would be 
vulnerable. 





CASUALTY APPOINTMENTS. 


OHIO. 

-Etna Indemnity—Oscar B \ Tpper 8 
Pe ) Billhardt, Upper San- 
wee Bonding— Meeker Terwilliger, Cirele- 
, e, ‘ 
Casualty Co, of America—George A. 


i Katzen- 
berger, Greenville. O. L. Shank, Dayton. 


Fidelity & Casualty—James P.” M 
; ] : y— : - Mullen, Cleve- 
land; Pearl Mellroy, Marysville: c, D. James 
Bradner; Morris Motz, Miamisburg; J . 


. He Ty AB- 
mann, Jr., Cincinnati; Lane & Harshfield Bette 
fontaine ; Elsworth E. McCoppen, Ada: Wm. W 
Reed, Kent ; Merriman R. Yingling, Newcomers. 
town ; Samuel Fritz, Edgerton; Benjamin F Cush- 
ing, Conneaut; Hari H. Haring, Athens; J. A 
Holloway, Flushing; Blanche M. Lupton, Martins 
Ferry; Wm. H. Rannells, Wilmington; Luther 
M. Hunt, Martinsville ; Wallace & Corry, Spring- 
field; A. W. Beck, Cleveland; Harry 1, Wilson 
Akron ; Welsh & Schaeffer, Newark : Ralph BE. Ship- 
man, Elyria; Frank H. Seattergood, Elyria: Willis 
8. W eaver, Celina; Galbreath & Heacock, Alliance 
wt —y ee John G. Schutzback. 
Strassburg; Perry . Wolfe, Lane or: . 
Harcha, Buena Vista. puhcumenphdesnncien 

New Amsterdam Casualty—John E., 
Lima; Robert W. Humphrevs, Cincinnati. 

National Protective Society—-S. E. Zabriskie 
a m. R. McCoy, Marietta. P 

National Surety—C, P. cheoc rain ; 

. Milier a Hitchcock, Lorain; Ira 
*hiladelphia Cas 7 — yr E y 
me... I asualty—Roy E. Loomis, Bowling 
Title Guaranty & Trust—Lawrence 
Athens; Harry M, Finley, oo ne Gil. 
bert E. Neal, A. W. Lee, Pomeroy: John T.’ Brid- 
well, McArthur: Lappen & Brandt, Logan: Chas. 
C, Chappelear, New Lexington; Neuhart & Thomp- 

son, Woodfield; H. W. Kuntz, Caldwell, 
U. 8. Health & Accident—F. Barthelmeh, Baltic. 
WISCONSIN. 
Atlas Casualty—J. E. Hopkins, 
Freeman D. Lyons, Edgerton. 
Badger Protective—Robert DPD. Rickaby, New 
London; Olaf A. Hansen, Manitowoc. : 
N. W. Accident & Benefit—James J. Ward, Mil- 
waukee. 
Tnion Accident & Benefit—J. R. 
Reedsburg. 
Pacific Mutual—Archie C. Dimock, Milwaukee. 
Western Relief—Phil Pecard. Leta: : 
Pierce, Ripon; Harry Jackson, Lake Geneva. 
MINNESOTA, 
Bankers Accident. Ia.—Robert B, Beson, Min- 
neapolis; John McMichael, Mankato. 
Metropolitan Plate Glass—W. B. Joyce & Co., 
St. Paul. 
New York Plate Glass—-Charles F. Maurer, Ar 
lington: D. B. McDonald. Virginia. 
MICHIGAN. 
Fidelity & Casualty—Jos, W. O’Brien, Grand 
Haven. 
General Accident, Scot.—W. J. Cushing, De- 
troit: Truma Wright, Detroit. 
National Surety—Geo. E. Benner, Clare; L. TT. 
Fead, Newberry. 
North American Accident—W. 8S. Gates, Ida, 
v. S. Casnalty—F. W. Sherman, Petoskey, C, 8. 
Rutledge, St. Joseph. 


Turner, 


Bean 


Ean Claire; 


Reynolds, 
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U. 8. Health & Accident—E 
Geo. B. Getty, Kalkaska; E. W. 
City. 

American Relief—Louis Christina, Arnheim ; 
G. H. Munn, Bay City; J. H. Stevens, Flint; B. H. 
Cornell, Fairgrove; Wm. W. Thompson, Grand 
Blanc; Albert Abel, Marysville; E. P. Brogan, 
Marysville; A. W. Nellis, Port Huron; C. W. 
Stoner, Port Huron; W. J. Simpson, Port Huron ; 


Erdwurn, Flint; 
Austin, Traverse 


Roy Carscallen, Selkirk; C. L. Austin, West 
Branch. 
Fidelity Accident & Protective—J. M. Clark, 


Escanaba; Efton Le Valley, Finkton; W. 8S. Dick- 
erson, Gladwin; P. H. Hayes, Kalamazoo; Ernest 
Davis, Mt. Pleasant; F. J. Re ie -- Pellston ; 
A. T, Grossman, Rogers City ; E. ay Worth. 
Grand Rapids Accident & iseatth—e A. Pendle, 
Bellevue; J. D. McKay, Lakewood; Edw. Sanam, 
Millersburg : W. H. Graham, Napoleon ’ 


Ed Vincent, ‘Lewiston ; 
Frank Irish, Traverse City. 
National Protective—Eppy Hazard, Boyne. 
U. S. Accident—Melvin BE. Shippy, Chatham. 
MISSOURI. 

General Accident, Seot.—C. W. 
D. Long, Kansas City. 

Great Eastern Casualty—A. R. 
Webb City. 

Standard Accident—J. R. Taggard, Seymour ; 
L. J. Strahan, Belton; J. R. Spake, Ash Grove; R. 
J. Slager, Grandin; J. J. MeGraw, Milan; G. W. 
Carlisle, Bloomfield; J. S. Basby, Poplar Bluff; 
F. A. Maier, Kennett; H. Fox, Morehouse. 

INDIANA. 

Fidelity & Casualty—C. B. 





Reese and Geo. 


Haughawout, 


Marshall, Veeders- 
os 

Maryland Casualty—W. F. Stilwell, Covington ; 
J. A. Cravens, Bloomfield; T. A. Faulkner, Bloom- 
ington: W. P. Zimmerman, Brazil; R. J. Sutton, 
Dunkirk; E. De Brial, East Chicago; H. E. John- 
son, Knox; People’s Loan & Trust Company, Win- 
chester; Citizens’ Loan & Trust Company, Bloom- 
ington; A. B. Thomas and O. E. Shively, North 
Manchester; A. MeM. Creek, South Bend; H. H. 
Woodsmall, Muncie. 

National Surety—Wm. H. Matthew, Plymouth. 





PRESIDENT JOYCE TAKES ROSY VIEW. 





Believes That the Surety Business Is Now on 
the Way to a Higher Plane—Conserva- 
tism Is Manifest. 


President William B. Joyce of the Na- 
tional Surety takes an optimistic view of the 
future of the surety business. He says that 
with very few exceptions the executives of 
all the companies take the same view as he 
has recently expressed in regard to abuse and 
mud-slinging in soliciting bonding business, 
and that there is bound to be an improvement 
in this line from this time forth. There is a 
strong tendency among all the companies to 
increase rates on nearly all lines of bonds. 
The business has now been conducted long 
enough and the volume has grown great 
enough to show the companies through their 
own experience that methods which have pre- 
vailed in the past must be amended. Further- 
more, he notes the increased vigilance of in- 
surance departments in examining closely into 
companies doing a business in which the in- 
terests of the public are now to so great an 
extent involved. These two causes, with per- 
haps others, are making the companies more 
conservative. Not only are rates being in- 
creased but lines are being cut. down, the 
right of issuing bonds directly is being taken 
from the agents and practically all companies 
are now requiring a reference of applications 
for contract bonds to the home offices. While 
companies are writing immense bonds they 
are immediately reinsuring a considerable part 
of the liability, as all, or nearly all, of them 
now have reinsurance arrangements. 

He says that if he were asked advice as to 
what new companies -should do, he would 
advise them to go very slowly. There has 
been a tendency for people to rush into the 
surety business and organize new companies, 
because the early years of those already or- 
ganized have shown large profits, the losses 
not accruing in some cases for a number of 
years. That the surety business at present 
does not hold forth great prospects of large 
profits must be evident from the small amount 
of surplus gained by a number of them during 
the first half of the current year. 





RAILWAY POSTAL CLERKS’ BONDS. 
The American Surety Company has gone 
the National Surety a few better and will 
write railway postal clerks at 4o cents for 





SPECIAL AGENTS’ BOOKS. 
We have several forms of special agents’ 
field, loss and agency record books. Sam- 
ple pages sent on application. 
Tue Western Unverwriter Company. 














$1,000 bond through the National Association 
of Railway Postal Clerks. This government 
business is considered preferred by the surety 
companies, as the federal authorities follow 
defaulters and thieves so relentlessly and 
punish them severely when convicted. Pri- 
vate concerns leave the chasing of these peo- 
ple largely to the fidelity companies by whom 
they were bonded. 
a+ 
ANOTHER TEST OF CRAFTS LAW. 

The county commissioners have refused to 
pay the $500 premium on Treasurer Charles 
Ash’s bond at Tiffin, Ohio. They base their 
action on the advice of County Attorney 
Platt. The company will probably bring suit 
to collect the amount, thus making another 
test of the bonding law passed last winter. 





IMPROVEMENT IN SURETY BUSINESS: 





Companies Are Holding Agents Up to the 
Rates—Defalcations Seem to Have 
Fallen Off Somewhat Recently. 


Surety managers say that there has been 
an improvement in the business generally for 
the last few months. Agents have been getting 
better rates and the work is going along better 
in every way. For some time there was con- 
siderable demoralization and rate-cutting, so 
much so that companies otherwise inclined 
had to meet competition or lose business. A 
realization of the fact that the margin of 
profit was out of proportion to the volume of 
business caused the managers to take a more 
conservative view of the matter, and, as a 
result, agents have had considerable of their 
business turned down, if sent in with a miser- 
able fraction of what it should be. 

There has also been a smaller loss ratio for 
a short time back. Owing to the fact that 
business conditions tightened up a little early 
in the year, many defalcations were brought 
to light, but the rush seems to be well over 
now and the mails are not watched with such 
a nervous feeling and the newspapers scanned 
with unhappy expectancy. ‘The managers are 
getting back into their old position of seciirity 
and are looking to the agents to send them a 
high-grade business with sufficiently large 
premiums to pay for it. 


MONTHLY PRE/UUr ACCIDENT POLICIES 








Growth of the Business in the West—Started 
at Duluth and Developed in Michi- 
gan. 


A growing feature of accident insurance in 
the West is the provident or monthly payment 
plan for workingmen. There are now three 
stock companies giving a great deal of atten- 
tion to that branch and the General Accident 
has just opened a department in Chicago. 

The plan was originated by V. D. Cliff, now 
with the United States Health & Accident, 
who organized the Northwestern Benevolent 
Society of Duluth, Minn. He was followed in 
this field by the National Protective Society 
of Detroit, organized by D. E. Thomas, and 
the United States Benevolent; now the United 
States Health & Accident of Saginaw, or- 
ganized by J. B. Pitcher. All these companies 
were successful from the start, especially the 
two Michigan companies, but the Northwest- 
ern Benevolent was absorbed by the Conti- 
nental Casualty two or three years ago. The 
National Protective is still flourishing and the 
United States Benevolent has been reorgan- 
ized as a stock company, with $200,000 capi- 
tal. The Continental Assurance Company of 
America, now the Continental Casuaty, was 
organized at Detroit, but was not very suc- 
cessful until the present management secured 
control and consolidated it with the Metropol- 
itan Accident, at the same time moving the 
head office to Chicago. 

The North American Accident of Chicago 
is the only other prominent company that is 
extensively developing the provident branch, 
although several assessment concerns have 
been organized in the past year or two. It will 
thus be seen that the plan has been tried well 
in the West, especially in Michigan. The 
North American and Continental, however, are 





now entered in a large number of States and 
the — American is opening an office in 
Londo 

The “field for the monthly payment policies 
is unlimited and there is plenty of room in 
the business for all companies that are likely 
to engage in it for years to come. All wage 
workers are possible subjects for insurance, 
and a large part of them are in circumstances 
where they ought to feel it a necessity. At 
the present stage of development it seems 
more profitable for a company to “skim” a 
large territory than to work a small one thor- 
oughly, but with the better education of the 
public along insurance lines the business ‘s 
certain to grow enormously. 

Most of the companies writing personal ac- 
cident insurance have sought only commercial 
or other high-class business, except on the 
railway instalment plan. There are difficult 
problems to solve when there is an opportunity 
to lapse every month, but they will be worked 
out as others have been in other branches. 

Michigan is the great field for this dollar a 
month disability business. There. are upward 
of twenty assessment companies organized un- 
der the Michigan laws, writing this business 
following in the wake of the National Protect- 
ive Society and the old United States Benevo- 
lent. The success of these two companies and 
the money they have made serve as an im- 
petus for the promotion of similar concerns. 





NATIONAL SURETY’S BURGLARY BUSINESS. 

The National Surety Company is very muci 
pleased with the progress it has made in the 
burglary business up to the present time. 
President Joyce believes that the burglary 
business will in time develop into one of great 
importance and size, and, by being organized 
for it now, the National Surety will enjoy its 
share of the growth. Further than this, he 
looks upon the burglary business as a lever 
which will increase the company’s fidelity and 
surety business. 





CASUALTY NOTES. 


The Northern Accident Insurance Company 
is moving its home office from Menominee, 
Mich., to Detroit. 

James McCone of Janesville, Wis., has 
been elected president of the Badger Protect- 
ive Association of Green Bay, Wis. 


The Fidelity & Deposit secured the $275,000 
bond guaranteeing the proper making and 
copying of the abstracts of Cook County, III. 

E. D. Livingston, formerly with the Fidel- 
ity & Deposit Company, has become manager 
of the surety department of the tna In- 
demnity, succeeding Thomas Sanders, re- 
signed. 





STEEL BUILDING INJURED BY LIGHTNING. 


Some interest has attached to the recent 
damage done to the home office of the Pru- 
dential at Newark, N. J., by a bolt of light- 
ning which struck the tower and threw a 
number of large stones to the street below. 
it has been supposed by many that these steel 
frame buildings were exempt from injury by 
lightning and the steel wouid promptly carry 
the current to the ground. 





W. W. Loomis, receiver of the Council 
Bluffs Fire of Iowa, is winding up its affairs. 
It failed ten years ago, 

The Grain Dealers National Mutual . Fire 
Insurance Company of Indianapolis has moved 
from the Board of Trade building to the Trac- 
tion Terminal building. 


SILVER JUBILEE OF UNION. 
(Continued from Page 6.) 


vision. ‘This bureau is investigating the gen- 
eral subject of insurance to obtain informa- 
tion that will determine whether or not it is 
advisable to put the operation of insurance 
companies under federal supervision. 

Pays Tribute to the Union. 

President Blackwelder closed with a few re- 
marks on the twenty-fifth anniversary of the 
Union, in which he declared that as a whole its 
work during a quarter of a century has been 
of great value in serving both the companies 
and the public. He thinks that the union has 
been one of the leading factors in bringing 
about the stability of fire underwriting and 
the best welfare of the agents in the West. 
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New Through Train Service 


Between 


Cincinnati 
Toledo 
ana Detroit 


VIA THE 


BIG FOUR 


(and Michigan Central R. R.) 


3 DAILY TRAINS 3 


EACH WAY 


Parlor Cars. Sleepers. 
Dining Cars. 


Your Patronage is Solicited. 
For full information call on or address the under- 
signed, 


WARREN J. LYNCH, Gen’! Pass and Ticket Agt. 
J. B. RBEVEBS, Gen’! Southern Agt., Crycinnati, Ox10. 
W. P. BRAWLBY, Trav. Pass. Agt., CHATTANOOGA, TENN. 


EMPLOYERS’ LIABILITY ASSUR- 
ANCE CORPORATION, Ltd. 


of London, England. 


SAMUEL APPLETON, Manager and At‘oracy, 
United States Branch. 


Original and Leading Liability 
Company 


All Forms of Liability Iasurance. The most advanced 
and practical personal accident am! sickness policies 


Total Available Resources, $6,816,000.00 


GENERAL AGENTS 


B. M. & GEORGE D. ALLISON, Ohio, East Ky., W. Va., 
Tenn , 39 East Third St., Cincinnati. 
R. * an Northern Ohio, 208 Superior St., Cleve- 


ROBT. GENER & CO., Indiana and Kentucky, Talbott 
Block, Indianapolis. 

GEO. A. t- ILBERT, IIL, Iowa, Neb., S. Dak. and N. Dak., 
159 La Salle St.. Chicago. 





UNION CENTRAL LIFE 
INSURANCE COMPANY 


=| CINCINNATI, OHIO 
The Great Policyholders’ Company 


Assets, January 1,1904 ..$38,795,143.78 
Liabilities 32,615,645.78 
6,179,498.00 


No fluctuating securities—Largest Rate of Interest 
—Low Death Rate. 

Large and Increasing Dividends to Policyholders. 

Desirable Contracts and Good Territory Open for 
Live Agents. 


ADDRESS 
JOHN Il. PATTISON, President. 








LOCAL AGENCY SUPPLIES. 


Tue Western UNnperwriter CoMPANY 
carries a full line of local agency sup- 
plies. We can furnish you with every 
book and blank you use at rock bottom 
prices. We sell the local agents’ manual, 
“Right to the Point,” for 50 cents. 




















DO YOU WANT A POSITION 
as inspector, special agent, adjuster, book- 
keeper, clerk? If you do, use a WESTERN 
UNpDERWRITER Want Ad. One dollar first 
insertion, 75 cents each subsequent inser- 
tion. They reach the people that want 
your services. 














GUMMED POLICY 





PRICE LIST 
COLORS. 
Red and White, Black 
Blue and White, and Green 
or Chrom: Gold. Bronze 
| acienpen 3.00 $§$ 4.50 
1) ees 3.75 5.50 6.50 
| ee 4,50 6.50 7.50 
| Ee eeer 6.00 8.00 40.00 
rr 10.00 14.00 15.00 


WE CUARANTEE SATISFACTION. 


THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER CO. 





164 La Salle Street, 
CHICAGO. 


Tel. M. 2914, 
SEND FOR SAMPLES. 


| FRANK D. JACKSON, President. 


LABELS poyal, UNION MUTUAL LIFE INS. CO. 


EMBOSSED. 


“As I understand it, you propose to return to me all I 
.— 25.00 | have paid your Company, and $245 in addition.”—W. B. 
| Allison, U; S. Senator, on a Fifteen Payment Life. 


Johnston Bidg. 
CINCINNATL 
Tel. M. 2077. 


DES MOINES. 


| “I now have an opportunity to receive back all the money 
| [have paid out, and $101.83 in profit.”—J. B. Foraker, U. S. 
Senator from Ohio, on a $2,000, Ten Payment Life. 


J. W. A. STAUDT, State Agent, 


SIDNEY A. FOSTER, Secretary. 


CANTON, OHIO. 














Company: 


weslern agents. 











Men of Character are attracted to the 
Agency Force of the Northwestern 
Because the Northwestern accepts busi- 
ness only from regular agents of the 


Because Northwestern policies command 
100 cents on the dollar. Rebating 
has been prohibited for ten years. 

Northwestern commissions are for North- 


Best Resutts To Poticy-Hocpers. 
Most AtrTractive Po.icies. 
Issues PARTNERSHIP AND CORPORATION INSURANCE. 


For further information or an Agency, address: 
H. F. NORRIS, Superintendent of Agencies. 





Northwestern 


Mutual Life Insurance 
Co. of Milwaukee. 


H. L. PALMER, President. 


Organized 1857. 
Assets, Jan. 1, 1904, $178,200,625.20 
Liabilities, including $25, 897, 879 
surplus accumulations held 
to meet tontine and semi- 
tontine contracts, . . . . 172,585,861 30 
General Surplus, $5,614,763.90 


Business of 1903 largest in history of 


The 


—_—— 


J. W. SKINNER, Secretary. 








Company. 











Purely Matual, and transacts business only in 
the United States. 
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ORGANIZED 1870 
34th Annual Statement of the condition of the 


CONCORDIA FIRE 
INSURANCE COMPANY 


Of MILWAUKEE, WIS. 


DECEMBER 31, 1903 

ASH CAPITAL - - $200,000. 
elnsyrance Reserve - »404. 
oy de pl other L abilities . 184.860 
TOTAL ASSETS — -~ - 1,016'875 


GEORGE BRUMDER, President 
FRANK DAMKOEHLER, Secretary 





W. B. BIERCE, 
State Agent Michigan and Ohio, Whitney Opera House 
Block, Detroit, Mich. 


H. A. BARTELS, Special Agent 


THE COLUMBIAN 
NATIONAL LIFE INSURANCE 
COMPANY 


BOSTON, rlASS. 


Incorporated under the 
laws of Massachusetts 





PERCY PARKER,- - - - President 
C. V. FORNES, New York -  -— ) 

WM. BUTLER WOODBRIDGE, Boston > Vice-Pres. 
GEO. H. HOLT,Chicago - |-~ - 








INCORPORATED 1865 


GERMAN 
INSURANCE CO. 


OF FREEPORT, ILL. 


THE LARGEST AND MOST SUCCESSFUL 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY IN THE WEST 
Assets, January, 1904............. #4,910,606.82 
SEINE cS Gs cods kemaeosens vere 200,000.00 
Liabilities, including reinsurance.3,207,011.21 
Ner SURPLUS... 2.0. . cccces cece cece 1,008, 000.61 





C. 0. COLLMAN, Pres. WM. TREMBOR, Sec. 
HENRY BAIER, V.-Pres. F. M, GUND, Ass’t Sec. 
D. B. SCHULTE, Treas. 

THOS. H. SMITH, State Agent, Dayton, Ohio 
CARL H. SMITH, Special Agent, Dayton, Ohio 





The Massachusetts 
Mutual Life Insurance Co. 


SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 
INCORPORATED 1851 








Assets, January 1, 1904, $33,590,999 
Liabilities, $30,943,508 
Surplus, $2,647,491. 

Definite paid-up and cash surrender values 
written in every policy 

JOHN A. HALL, President 
HENRY M. PHILLIPS, Secretary 





CINCINNATI OFFICE: 201 Johaston Building. 
CHICAGO OFFICE: 316 Merchants’ Loan & Trust Building, 
L. Brackett Bishop, Mgr. 


THE PACIFIC 
MUTUAL 


OF CALIFORNIA 


ITS LIFE POLICIES GUARANTEE 
DIVIDENDS. IT IS AN OLD TIME 
TRIED COMPANY. ASSETS 
NEARLY SIX MILLION. SURPLUS 
TO POLICYHOLDERS NEARLY 
$1,000,000.00. AGENTS WANTED. 


DANFORD M. BAKER 


CENERAL ACENT 
608 Marquette Building, CHICAGO 





Sometimes a revision of policy 
forms means little. It stands for 


THOROUGHNESS 


in every detail in the changes that 
have been made by the Union 
Mutual—re-arrangement of fea- 
tures, reduction of rates, liberaliz- 
ing of rights, a contract modern 
to the highest notch. A policy 
that looks well, sells easily, and 
pleases long. 


UNION MUTUAL LIFE 
INSURANCE CO. 


PORTLAND, MAINE 
FRED E. RICHARDS, Pres. ARTHUR L. BATES, V.-Pres. 
Agents always desired—the kind 
who write policies and hold them 
ADDRESS EITHER 
THORNTON CHASE, Supt, 84 Adams Street, Chicago, Ill. 
EDSON D. SCOFIELD, Supt , 180 Broadway, New York City 











GERMANRIA 


FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 


Organized 1859 


62 and 64 William St., Cor. Cedar, New York 


Statement January 1, 1904 








errr i 
Reserve for Unearned Premiums..... 2,178,043.74 
Reserve for Losses aud all other 

ice: cae kustetenaecadh eter ee 153,325.78 
POU EEG anes cccenwecce vaxs cons queue 2,518,464.11 








fs $5,849,863.33 


HUGO SCHUMANN, President. 
Fr. Von Beenuta, V.-Pres. Gro. B. Epwarps, V.-Pres. 
CHARLES RuYKHAVER, Sec. Gustav KER, Ass’t Sec. 


Western Department 
E. G. HALLE, Mgr. Royal Insurance Building, Chicago, Ill. 


Total Assets.......... 


What is the use of saying ‘‘the best company,’’ 
or ‘‘the strongest company,”’ or ‘‘ the largest 
company?’’ They all say those things. 


We Say Simply 


—THE— 


PENN MUTUAL LIFE 
INSURANCE COMPANY 


OF PHILADELPHIA 








Organized 1847 
That Tells the Whole Story 


CHARTERED 1866 


Hartford Life Insurance 
Company, 


HARTFORD, CONN. 
GEO. E. KEENEY, Pres. CHAS. H. BACALL, Sec’y. 


Up to date in business methods 
—in contracts—in plans — 
BEST Insurance to Buy or to 
Sell—Ordinary Life and 
Limited Psyment Policies— 
Automatic Endowments at 80 


$25,500,000 PAID TO BENEFICIARIES. 
Liberal Contracts for Business Getters. 
INVESTIGATE 

















C. H. BUNKER 
President 

A. A. SMITH 
Secretary 


FRANKLIN H. HEAD 
Vice-President 


H. G. B, ALEXANDER 
2d V.-Pres. & Gen. Mgr. 


Continental Casualty Co. 


Capital Stock $300,000.00 
Accident on Health Insurance 


General Offices: CHICAGO 


Policies are Protected by more than One Million 
Dollars Assets. Over $5,000,000 paid in claims 
to 175,000 of our Policyholders. 





Good Contracts in Good Territory to Good Men 
——PRopvucerRs ADDRESS—— 
H. G. B. ALEXANDER 
Second Vice-President and General Manage: 
134 [Monroe Street - - CHICAGO 














EVERY MAN INTERESTED 


in selecting a profession 
that offers the greatest 
prospect of success 
should read the booklet, 
‘CAREERS FOR THE 
COMING MEN,” by 
@ Hon. John F. Dryden. 
It is a practical discus- 
fea sion of the opportunities 
offered in the field of 
-Life Insurance. A copy 
will be sent, free, upon 
request. 


THE PRUDENTIAL 


INSURANCE COMPANY OF AMERICA 


Home Office JOHN F. DRYDEN 
NEWARK, N. J. President 
Prudential Agents are Money Makers Open Territory 

"Ter Gaoreotte Men. Visit the Prudential’s Exhibit, 
Palace of Education, World’s Fair, St. Louls. 


) STRENGTH OF 


1j GIBRALTAR 


ey, 











or NEW VORK. 


Accident «aa Health 
Policies. 


Large Benefits. Low Rates. 
Best Commissions. 


KIMBALL C. ATWOOD, Sec’y. 
290 Broadway, - -.= New York. 
































